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�The Good News According to



LUKE





�Chapter 1



Introduction



	1Since many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things fully attested among us, 2as delivered to us by the original eyewitnesses who became stewards of the word,� 3it seemed good to me also, having meticulously traced everything again from the top, to write it down in sequence for you, O most excellent Theophilus, 4so that you may know the reliability of things you have been told.



The Birth of John the Baptizer Foretold



	5It came about in the time of Herod, king of Judea, that there was a priest, Zechariah by name, of the rotation of Abijah.�   He had a wife from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth.  6Both were upright in the sight of God, walking blamelessly in all the commandments and requirements of the Lord.  7But a child they did not have, because Elizabeth was barren.  And they were both advanced in age.

	8And it came about, that once when his rotation was on duty and he was serving as priest before God, his lot fell 9(normal custom for the priesthood) to go into the temple of the Lord, and to burn incense.�

	10The hour of incense came, and all the people in the assembly were praying outside.  11Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of the altar of incense.  12Seeing it disturbed Zechariah, and fear fell over him.  13But the angel said to him: "Fear not, Zechariah, for your request was heard.  Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John.  14Joy and gladness will be with you, and many will rejoice over his birth.  15For he will be great in the eyes of the Lord.  Wine and intoxicating beverages by no means shall he drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, beginning yet in his mother's womb.  16He will turn many of the sons of Israel toward the Lord their God.  17And he will procede in front of Him, in the spirit and power of Elijah, such that the hearts of fathers will turn toward children, and the disobedient toward the outlook of the righteous: a prepared people will be arranged for the Lord."

	18Zechariah said to the angel, "By what will I know this?�  For I am old, and my wife is well advanced in age."

	19In answer the angel said to him, "I am Gabriel, one who stands in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to tell you these glad announcements.  20And behold, you will be silent and unable to speak, until the day these things take place, because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time."

	21And the people were waiting for Zechariah, and wondering about his delay in the temple.  22And when he came out, he was not able to speak to them, and they knew: a vision he had seen in the temple.  He kept motioning to them, and remained mute.  23And when his days of service were completed, he went home.

	24After those days, his wife Elizabeth conceived, and she hid herself for five months.  25"The way the Lord has done this for me," she said, "these are days he has looked with concern upon me, to take away my disgrace among the people."

HIDDEN TEXT: This was originally translated by David Robert Palmer

The Birth of Jesus Foretold



	26And in the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent out from God, to a town in Galilee named Nazareth, 27to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, of the house of David.  And the virgin's name was Mary.  28And the angel went in to her, and said, "Hail, O favored one!  The Lord is with you."

	29She was very troubled by the utterance, and wondered what sort of greeting it might be.  30Then the angel said to her, "Fear not, Mary, for you have found favor with God.  31You shall conceive in your womb, and shall bear a son, and you are to call his name Jesus.  32This man will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High.  And the Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 33and he will reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there will be no end."

	34And Mary said to the angel, "How will this happen, since I am not knowing a man?"

	35And in answer the angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.  For this reason also, the one to be born will be called holy,� the Son of God.  36And behold, Elizabeth your relative, even she in her old age, has conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her, she who was called barren.  37Therefore with God, not one of these statements� will be impossible."

	38"Here am I, the slave girl of the Lord," Mary said.  "May it be to me according to your statement."  Then the angel left her.



Mary Stays With Elizabeth



	39At that time Mary got up and went with speed to the hill country, to a town of Judah, 40where she entered the house of Zechariah, and greeted Elizabeth.  41And it came about that when Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the baby in her womb did leap, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.  42And she shouted out in a loud voice, saying, "Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb!  43And why does it come to me, that to me the mother of my Lord should come?  44For when the sound of your greeting came into my ears, the baby in my womb did leap in exultation.�  45Blessed is she who believed that there will be a completion of the things announced to her from the Lord!"



Mary's Song



	46And Mary said:



"My soul does magnify the Lord,�

	47and my spirit did rejoice

		in God my Savior,

48because he looked toward

	the lowly station of his servant.

So behold: all the ages after now

		will consider me blessed,

	49because the Mighty One

		did great things for me.

And holy will be his name,

		50and his mercy

	to those who fear him,

		into age after age.�

51Power he wrought with his arm.

He scattered those who were proud

	in the plans of their heart.

52He pulled down rulers from

		their thrones

	and lifted high the humble.

53Hungry ones he filled up

		with good things

	and rich ones he sent away empty.

54He helped his servant Israel,

	and remembered about mercy

55'to Abraham and his seed for ever,'

	as he said to our fathers."

HIDDEN TEXT: This was originally translated by David Robert Palmer

	56Mary remained with her about three months, and then returned to her home.



The Birth of John the Baptizer



	57And the time was fulfilled for Elizabeth to give birth, and she produced a son.  58Her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had magnified his mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her.

	59And it came about that on the eighth day, they came to circumcise the child, and they were about to call him by the name of his father, Zechariah, 60and his mother responded and said, "No!  He shall be called John."

	61And they said to her, "There is no one among your relatives called by that name."

	62Then they signaled to his father, to find out what he wanted him to be called.  63And he asked for a tablet, and wrote as follows, "His name is John."  Everyone was surprised.  64And immediately his mouth was opened, and also his tongue, and he spoke, blessing God.

	65An awe came over everyone who lived around them, and all through the hill country of Judea these things were being discussed.  66And everyone who heard, kept thinking about it, saying, "What then will this child be?"  For the hand of the Lord was certainly with him.

HIDDEN TEXT: This was originally translated by David Robert Palmer

Zechariah's Song



	67And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit, and he prophesied, saying:



	68"Blessed be the Lord,

		the God of Israel,

	because he has turned to concern himself

		and has accomplished redemption

			for his people.

	69He has raised up a horn� of salvation for us

		in the house of David his servant

	70as he has said through the mouths

		of his holy prophets

			since eons ago,

	71salvation from our enemies

		and from the hand of all who hate usó

	72to demonstrate mercy to our fathers

		to remember his holy covenant,

	73the oath he swore to our father Abraham:

	74to give us rescue from the hand

			of our enemies,

		that we may serve him without fear

	75in holiness and righteousness before him

			all our days.

	76And you, child, will be called

			a prophet of the Most High;

		for you will go on before the Lord

			to prepare his paths,

	77to give his people the knowledge of salvation

		through the forgiveness of their sins,

	78because of the tender feelings of our God

		with which the Sunrise from on high

			will look over us

	79to appear to those sitting in darkness

			and in the shadow of death,

		to guide our feet along a path of peace."



	80And the child grew and became strong in spirit; and he was in the deserts, until the days of his being presented to Israel.



Chapter 2



The Birth of Jesus



	1And it came about in those days, that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus, that all the inhabited earth should be registered.�  2This was the first registration that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.  3And all were making their way to be registered, each to his own town.

	4Thus Joseph also went up, from the town of Nazareth in Galilee, to Judea, to the town of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was from the house and line of David; 5to be registered along with Mary, the one pledged to him, who was pregnant.  6And it came about that while they were there, the days for her to give birth were completed, 7and she bore her firstborn son.  And she swaddled him� and placed him in a feeding trough, because there was no room for them in the inn.



The Shepherds and the Angels



	8And there were shepherds in that same region, camping out in the fields, keeping watch over their flocks all night.  9And an angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone all around them, and they were terrified.  10And the angel said to them, "Fear not.  For behold, I am announcing to you a great joy that will be with all the people.  11Because for you is born this day, in the town of David, a Savior, who is Messiah the Lord.  12And this will be a sign to you: you will find a baby swaddled, and lying in a feeding trough."

	13And suddenly, there was with the angel a great company of the army of heaven, praising God and saying, 14"Glory to God in the highest realms!  And on earth, peace to mortals of his good pleasure!"�

	15And it came about that when the angels had departed from them into heaven, the shepherds were saying to one another, "Let's go over to Bethlehem, and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us."

	16And they went speeding, and found both Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in the feeding trough.  17And once they had seen, they revealed about the message spoken to them concerning this child.  18And all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them.  19As for Mary, she kept these words, and pondered them in her heart.  20And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God, because of the fact that all the things that they had heard and seen, were just as it had been told to them.

HIDDEN TEXT: This was originally translated by David Robert Palmer

Jesus Presented in the Temple



	21And when the eighth day had arrived, the time to circumcise him, he was called the name Jesus, the name called by the angel before he was conceived in the womb.

	22And when the days of their cleansing according to the Law of Moses� had been completed, they took him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord, 23as it is written in the Law of the Lord, "Every male to open a womb� shall be called holy to the Lord,"� 24and to offer a sacrifice, in keeping with what is said in the Law of the Lord: "a pair of doves or two young pigeons."�

	25And behold, a man was in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon.  This man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him.  26It had been communicated to him by the Holy Spirit, that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Anointed.  27And he came by the Spirit into the temple, at the same time that the parents of the child Jesus brought him to do for him what the custom of the Law required.  28And Simeon took him into his arms and blessed God, saying:



29"Now, Master, keeping your word,

	you are dismissing your slave in peace.

30For my eyes have seen your salvation,

	31which you have prepared in the sight

		of all the peoples;

	32a light to be a revelation for the Gentiles,�

		and the glory of your people Israel."



	33And the child's father and mother were amazed at the things being said about him.  34And Simeon blessed them, and said to Mary, his mother: "Behold, this one is being laid down to cause the tripping or standing of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be continually denounced ñ 35a sword will be run through your own soul tooñ so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed."

	36And there was also a prophetess, Hannah, daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher.  This woman had grown to be very old, having lived with a husband for seven years after her virginity, 37and then being a widow to eighty-four years of age, one who hardly left the temple, but served night and day, in fasting and praying.  38And coming up at that very time, she gave thanks to God, and spoke about the child to all those expecting redemption in Jerusalem.

	39And when they had completed everything required by the Law of the Lord, they returned to their own town of Nazareth.  40And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was upon him.



The Boy Jesus at the Temple



	41Now his parents would go to Jerusalem year after year for the festival of Passover.  42And when he turned twelve years old, they went up, according to the custom of the Festival.  43And when the days were completed and they were returning home, the boy Jesus remained in Jerusalem, and his parents were not aware of it.  44Thinking he was in their company, they went a day's journey, and then began looking for him among their relatives and acquaintances.  45And when they did not find him, they went back to Jerusalem to look for him.  46And it came about that after three days they found him, sitting in the temple, in the midst of the teachers, both listening to them and questioning them.  47And all those who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his responses.  48And when his parents saw him, they were stunned.  His mother said to him, "Son, why have you treated us this way?  Look at how distressed your father and I are, searching for you."

	49And he said to them, "Why would you be searching for me?  Shouldn't you have known that I would have to be among my Father's things?"�  50But they did not understand what he said to them.

	51Then he went down with them and arrived in Nazareth, and continued to subordinate himself to them.  But his mother was recording all these words in her heart.�  52And Jesus kept growing in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and with people.

HIDDEN TEXT: This was originally translated by David Robert Palmer

Chapter 3



John the Baptizer Prepares the Way



	1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, with Pontius Pilate governor of Judea, and Herod as tetrarch� of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias as tetrarch of Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of Hananiah� and Kayafa, the word of God came upon John the son of Zechariah in the desert.  3And he appeared, in all the areas around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in the scroll of the words of Isaiah the prophet:



"The voice of one calling in the desert,

	'Prepare the way for the Lord,

	make the paths straight for him.

5Every valley shall be filled up,

	every mountain and hill laid low.

The crooked places shall be made straight,

	the rough ways smooth.

6And all flesh shall see

	the salvation of God.'�"



	7So John would say to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, "You spawn of snakes!  Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath?  8Then produce fruit characteristic of repentance.  And do not begin to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our father.'  For I tell you that God can raise up children for Abraham from these stones.  9Even now the axe is poised at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire."

	10And the crowds would ask him, "What should we do then?"

	11And in answer he would say to them, "The person who has two tunics should give away to the one who has none, and the person who has foodstuffs should do the same."

	12Revenue agents also came to be baptized, and they asked him, "Teacher, what should we do?"

	13He said to them, "Collect nothing in excess, beyond what is prescribed for you."

	14Some soldiers were also questioning him, saying, "And us, what should we do?"

	And he told them, "You should no longer shake down anyone, nor frame anyone, always staying content with your pay."

	15And all the people were waiting expectantly, wondering in their hearts if John might possibly be the Anointed One.

	16John responded speaking to everyone, "I baptize you in water, but one who is more powerful than I is coming, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.  He will baptize you in the Holy Spirit and in fire: 17his winnowing fork is in his hand to clear out his threshing floor, gathering the wheat into the barn; but the chaff he will burn up in unquenchable fire."

	18And with many and varied other exhortations John was preaching the good news to the people.

	19But when Herod the Tetrarch was rebuked by him, regarding Herodias his brother's wife, and all the other evil things that he had done, 20Herod piled this up on top of them all: he shut John up in prison.

HIDDEN TEXT: This was originally translated by David Robert Palmer

The Baptism of Jesus



	21When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too.  And as he was praying, the heavens were torn open, 22and the Holy Spirit descended on him in the bodily form of a dove.  And a voice from heaven said, "You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased."



The Genealogy of Jesus



	23And this Jesus, being about thirty years old, was the son, so it was thought, of Joseph,



		the son� of Eili, 24the son of Matthat,

		the son of Levi, the son of Melki,

		the son of Jannai, the son of Joseph,

	 25the son of Mattathias, the son of Amos,

		the son of Nahum, the son of Esli,

		the son of Naggai, 26the son of Maath,

		the son of Mattathias, the son of Semein,

		the son of Josech, the son of Joda,

	 27the son of Joanan, the son of Rhesa,

		the son of Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel,

		the son of Neri, 28the son of Melki,

		the son of Addi, the son of Cosam,

		the son of Elmadam, the son of Er,

	 29the son of Joshua, the son of Eliezer,

		the son of Jorim, the son of Matthat,

		the son of Levi, 30the son of Simeon,

		the son of Judah, the son of Joseph,

		the son of Jonam, the son of Eliakim,

	 31the son of Melea, the son of Menna,

		the son of Mattatha, the son of Nathan,

		the son of David, 32the son of Jesse,

		the son of Obed, the son of Boaz,

		the son of Salmon, the son of Nahshon,

	 33the son of Amminadab, the son of Admin,

		the son of Arni, the son of Hezron,

		the son of Perez, the son of Judah,

	 34the son of Jacob,

		the son of Isaac, the son of Abraham,

		the son of Terah, the son of Nahor,

	 35the son of Serug, the son of Reu,

		the son of Peleg, the son of Eber,

		the son of Shelah, 36the son of Cainan,

		the son of Arphaxad, the son of Shem,

		the son of Noah, the son of Lamech,

	 37the son of Methuselah, the son of Enoch,

		the son of Jared, the son of Mahalaleel,

		the son of Cainan, 38the son of Enos,

		the son of Seth, the son of Adam,

		the son of God.



Chapter 4



The Temptation of Jesus



	1Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan, and was led by the Spirit into the desert, 2being tempted forty days by the devil.  And he ate nothing during those days, and at the end of them he was hungry.

	3And the devil said to him, "If you are the Son of God, speak to this stone, that it become a loaf of bread."

	4And Jesus responded to him, "It is written, 'A human being shall not live on bread alone.'�"

	5Then leading him up, the devil showed him all the kingdoms of the inhabited earth, in a moment of time.  6And he said to Jesus, "All this authority and their glory I will give to you, for it has been handed over to me, and I give it to whomever I wish.  7Now then, if you worship in front of me, it will all be yours."

	8In answer Jesus said to him, "It is written: 'You shall worship Yahweh your God, and him only shall you serve.'�"

	9Then the devil led him into Jerusalem, and had him stand on the gable of the temple.  And he said to him, "If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here.  10For it is written:



	'He will command his angels

concerning you

	to guard you carefully;

11they will carry you on their hands,

	so that you will not strike your foot		against a stone.'�"



	12Jesus answered and said to him, "It says: 'You shall not test Yahweh your God.'�"

	13And having carried out every sort of temptation, the devil left him until an opportune time.



Jesus Begins to Preach



	14And Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and a rumor about him spread throughout the whole region.  15And he taught in their synagogues, being praised by everyone.



Jesus Rejected at Nazareth



	16And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, as was his custom.  And he stood up to read. 17And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him.  Unrolling the scroll, he found the place where it is written:



		18"The Spirit of Yahweh is upon me,

			because he has anointed me;

		He has sent me

		to preach good news to the poor,

		to announce release for the prisoners

			and sight for the blind,

		to send off the crushed into liberty,

		19to proclaim the year

			of Yahweh's favor..."�



	20And having closed the scroll, he gave it back to the attendant and sat down.  The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him.  21And he began to speak to them: "Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing."

	22All were speaking well of him and amazed at the gracious words coming from his mouth.  And they were saying, "Isn't this Joseph's son?"

	23And he said to them, "No doubt you will quote to me this proverb: 'Physician, heal yourself!  The things we heard were happening in Capernaum, do here in your home town.'"

	24And he said, "Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in his home town.  25I tell you, in Elijah's days, during the three years and six months that the sky was shut and there was a great famine covering the whole land, it is a fact that there were plenty of widows in Israel.  26Yet it was not to any of them that Elijah was sent, but to Zarephath in the country of Sidon, to a widow woman there.  27Again, in the case of Elisha the prophet, there were plenty of lepers in Israel, and not one of them was cleansed; only Naaman the Syrian."

	28And all the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard these things.  29They got up and drove him outside the town, intending to throw him down the cliff.  30But he walked right through them, and went on his way.



Jesus' Teaching Has Authority



	31And he went down to Capernaum, a town in Galilee, and on the Sabbath began to teach them.  32And they were amazed at his teaching, because his word was authoritative.

	33And in the synagogue was a man who had a demon, an unclean spirit.  He shouted out with a very loud voice, 34"Ha!  What business do you have with us, Jesus, you Nazarene?  Have you come to destroy us?  I know who you areó the Holy One of God!"

	35And Jesus rebuked him, saying, "Be quiet and come out of him!"  And the demon threw him down before them all and came out of him, doing him no damage.

	36And astonishment overwhelmed them all, and they spoke to each other, saying, "What is this message, that with authority and power he commands unclean spirits, and they come out?"  37And a rumor went out about him into every place in that region.



Jesus Heals All in Capernaum



	38And rising up out of the synagogue, he went into the home of Simon.  And Simon's mother-in-law was suffering a high fever, and they asked him about her.  39So he stood over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her.  And she got up at once, and proceeded to wait on them.

	40And as the sun was setting, everyone who had anyone ill with various kinds of sickness brought them to him, and laying his hands on each one of them, he was healing them.  41Moreover, demons were coming out from many, shouting and saying, "You are the Son of God!"  And he would rebuke them, not allowing them to speak, because they knew him to be the Messiah.



Jesus Keeps Moving



	42And when day came, he left and went off to a solitary place.  And the crowds were searching for him, and they came up to him and detained him from leaving them.  43But he said to them, "I must preach the kingdom of God to the other towns also, because on that basis I was sent."  44And he kept on preaching in the synagogues of Jewdom.�



Chapter 5



The Calling of Simon, Andrew, James, and John



	1And it came about that as he was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, with the crowd pressing urgently around him and listening to the word of God, 2he saw two boats standing idle by the lake; the fishers had gotten out of them, washing the nets.  3And getting on board one of the boats, which was Simon's, he asked him to put out a little from shore.  And sitting down, he taught the people from the boat.

	4And when he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, "Put out into the deep, and let down your nets for a catch."

	5And in response Simon said, "Master, working hard through the whole night we took nothing.  But on the basis of your word, I will let down the nets."

	6And when they had done so, they enclosed a great number of fish, and their nets were beginning to tear.  7So they signaled to their partners in the other boat to come and help them, and they came, and they filled both the boats, such that they began to sink.

	8And when Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus' knees and said, "Go away from me Lord; I am a sinful man!"  9For astonishment had seized him and all those with him, at the catch of fish that they had taken, and likewise also James and John the sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon.

	10But Jesus said to Simon, "Don't be afraid.  From now on you will be catching human beings."  11And when they had pulled the boats to shore, they gave it all up and followed him.



A Leper Healed Spreads the Word



	12And it came about that he was in one of the towns, and behold, a man covered with leprosy.�  And when he saw Jesus, he fell on his face and begged him, saying, "Lord, if you are willing, you can cleanse me."

	13And reaching out his hand, he touched him, saying, "I am willing.  Be cleansed."  And immediately the leprosy left him.

	14And he ordered him to tell no one, but "Go, show yourself to the priest, and offer for your cleansing what Moses commanded, as a testimony to them."

	15But word about him was spreading all the more, and many crowds would walk alongside to listen, and to be healed of their sicknesses.  16And he would take retreat in deserted places, and pray.



The Paralytic Lowered Through the Roof



	17And it came about during one of the days that, as he was teaching, Pharisees and teachers of the Torah also were sitting there, who had come from every village of Galilee and from Judea and Jerusalem.  And the power of the Lord was present for him to heal the sick.

	18And behold, men carrying on a pallet a man who was paralyzed.  And they were trying to carry him in, to lay him before him.  19And not finding a way to carry in because of the crowd, they went up onto the roof, and lowered him with his bed down through the tiles, into the middle, in front of Jesus.

	20And when Jesus saw their faith, he said, "Friend, your sins are forgiven you."

	21And the Torah scholars and Pharisees began to reason, saying, "Who is this fellow who speaks blasphemy!  Who can forgive sins but God alone?"

	22But knowing their reasonings, Jesus in response said to them, "Why are you debating this in your hearts?  23Which is easier: to say 'Your sins are forgiven you,' or to say, 'Get up and walk'?  24But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins..."  He said to the paralyzed man, "I tell you, get up, pick up your mat and be on your way home."  25And immediately he stood up, in full view of them, and taking up that upon which he had been lying, he went away toward home, praising God.  26Everyone was stunned with amazement.  And they glorified God, and were filled with awe, saying "We have seen remarkable things today."



A Revenue Agent Joins Jesus



	27And after these things he went out, and he saw a revenue agent� by the name of Levi, sitting at the taxes post, and he said to him, "Follow me."  28And he rose up and followed him, giving it all up.

	29Then Levi held a great banquet for him at his house.  And there was also a large crowd of revenue agents and others who were reclining with him.  30And the Pharisees and Torah scholars grumbled to his disciples, saying, "Why do you eat and drink with revenue agents and sinners?"

	31And Jesus answered and said to them, "It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but those who are sick.  32I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance."



Jesus Questioned About Fasting



	33They then said to him, "The disciples of John are often fasting and making prayers, and likewise those of the Pharisees, but yours go on eating and drinking."

	34And Jesus said to them, "Can you make the members of the bridegroom's party fast during days in which the bridegroom is with them?  35But the days will come.  Yes, when the bridegroom is taken away from them, then in those days they will fast."

	36And he also spoke a parable to them: "No one tears a patch from a new garment and places it onto an old garment.  For then, he will both tear the new and the patch from the new will not match the old.  37And no one puts new wine into old wineskins.  For then, the new wine will burst the wineskins, and it will be spilled, and the wineskins will be ruined.  38On the contrary, new wine must be put into new wineskins.  39And no one after drinking old wine wants the new, for he says, 'The old is better.' "



Chapter 6



Man Over the Sabbath



	1And he happened during a Sabbath to be passing through grainfields, and his disciples were plucking and eating the heads, rubbing them in their hands.�  2But some of the Pharisees said, "Why are you doing what on a Sabbath is not permissible?"�

	3And in answer to them Jesus said, "Have you never read what David did when he and those with him were hungry?  4How he went into the house of God, and taking the loaves of offering, he ate, and gave to the ones with him, which was not permissible to eat, except for the priests only?"

	5Then he said to them, "The Son of Man is lord of the Sabbath."

	6And it came about that on another Sabbath, he went into the synagogue and was teaching, and a man was there whose right hand was shriveled.  7And the Torah scholars and the Pharisees were carefully watching him, whether he would heal on the Sabbath, in order to obtain cause to prosecute him.  8But he knew their reasoning, and said to the man with the shriveled hand, "Get up and stand in view."  And he got up and stood.

	9Then he said to them, "I ask you, which is permissible on the Sabbath:  to do good or to do evil, to save life or destroy it?"

	10And looking around at them all, he said to him, "Stretch out your hand."  He did so, and his hand was restored.  11And they were filled with rage,� and discussed with each other what they should do to Jesus.



The Twelve Apostles



	12And it came about in those days that he went out into the hills to pray, and spent the whole night praying to God.  13And when it was day, he called his disciples to him, and from them he selected twelve, whom he then designated apostles:  14Simon, whom he also named Peter, and his brother Andrew; James and John; Philip and Bartholomew; 15Matthew and Thomas; James son of Halphaeus and Simon the Zealot; and Judas son� of James; 16and Judas of Kerioth,� who became a betrayer.



Blessings and Woes



	17And when he came down, he stopped at a level place with them and with a large crowd of his disciples, and with a great multitude of the people from all of Judea and Jerusalem, and from the coastal areas of Tyre and Sidon 18who had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases.  And those being oppressed by unclean spirits were cured.  19And the entire crowd was trying to touch him, because power was going out from him, and curing everyone.

	20And he lifted his eyes toward his disciples, and began to speak:



 "Blessed are you who are poor,

	for yours is the kingdom of God.

21Blessed are you who are going hungry now,

	for you will be satisfied.

 Blessed are you who are weeping now,

	for you will laugh.

22Blessed are you

		when people hate you,

	excommunicate you and shame you

and bring up your name as evil,

	because of the Son of Man.



23"Rejoice in that day, and skip for joy!  For behold, great is your reward in heaven, because the same things their ancestors did to the prophets.



24"But woe to you who are rich,

	because you have received

		your share of comfort.

   Woe to you who are well fed now,

	for you will go hungry.

25Woe to you who are laughing now,

	for you will mourn and weep.

26Woe to you when all people

		speak well of you,

	for the same their ancestors did

			to the false prophets.



Love Your Enemies



	27"But I say to you who are listening, love your enemies, treat well the ones hating you, 28bless the ones cursing you, pray for the ones insulting you.  29To the one striking you on the cheek, offer the other cheek also.  And the person taking your jacket, do not prevent him from taking your shirt as well.  30To everyone asking you, give, and from the one forcefully taking your things, do not demand them back.  31And just as you wish people would do to you, do likewise to them.

	32"And if you love the ones loving you, what credit is that to you?  For the sinners also love the ones loving them.  33And if you do good to the ones doing good to you, what credit is that to you?  The sinners also do the same.  34And if you lend to the ones from whom you foresee repayment, what credit is that to you?  Sinners also lend to sinners, in such a way they may receive the equal back.  35But love your enemies, and do good and lend, expecting nothing, and great will be your reward, and you will be children of the Most High, for he is kind to the unthankful and evil.  36Be compassionate, just as your Father is compassionate.�



The Law of Reciprocity



	37"Do not be judgmental, and you will not be judged.  Do not be condemning, and you will not be condemned.  Be forgiving, and you will be forgiven.

	38"Be giving, and it will be given to you.  A generous container: compacted, shaken� and running over they will hand into your arms.  For with the standard you measure out, it will be measured back to you."



Correcting Others



	39And he also spoke a parable to them: "Can a blind person lead a blind person?  Will they not both fall into a ditch?  40A student is not above the teacher; but every student fully trained will be like his teacher.

	41"Why do you look at the speck in your brother's eye, but the log that is in your eye you do not consider?  42How are you able to say to your brother, 'Brother, allow me to take out the speck that is in your eye,' while you are not seeing the log that is in your eye?  You hypocrite, first get the log out of your eye, and then you will see clearly the speck that is in your brother's eye, to remove it.



A Tree and its Fruit



	43"Now there is no good tree producing bad fruit, nor again a bad tree producing good fruit.  44For each tree is known by its own fruit.  For they do not gather figs from thornbushes, neither do they pick a grape from a brier.

	45"The good person, out of the good stockpile of his heart, brings forth good, and the evil person out of the evil, brings forth evil.  For out of the abundance of the heart one's mouth speaks.



The Two Kinds of Builders



	46"And why do you keep calling me 'Lord, Lord,' and yet not do the things which I say?  47Anyone who comes to me and hears my words and does them, I will show you what that person is like.  48That person is like a man building a house, who dug and deepened and laid a foundation on the rock.  And when a flood occurred, the river dashed against that house, but was not able to shake it, because it was well built.

	49"But the one who has heard them and not done them, is like a man who built a house on the ground without a foundation, against which dashed the river, and very soon it collapsed, and the destruction of that house was great."

HIDDEN TEXT: This was originally translated by David Robert Palmer

Chapter 7



One Centurion's Faith with Authority



	1When he had finished all his sayings in the ears of the people, he entered Capernaum.  2And the slave of a certain centurion,� who was very valuable to him, was sick and about to die.  3And having heard about Jesus, he sent elders of the Jews to him, asking him to come and heal his slave.  4So when they came to Jesus, they were pleading earnestly with him, saying, "He is worthy that you confer this upon him, 5for he loves our nation, and he built us the synagogue."

	6So Jesus went with them.  And when he was not far from the house, the centurion sent friends saying to him as follows: "Lord, don't trouble yourself, for I am not fit that you should enter under my roof.  7So also neither did I consider myself worthy to come to you.  But say with a word that my slave must be healed.  8For I too am a man stationed under authority, having soldiers under myself.  And I say to this one, 'Go,' and he goes; and to another, 'Come,' and he comes; and to my slave, 'Do this,' and he does."

	9And when Jesus heard these words, he was amazed at him, and turning to the crowd following him, he said, "I tell you, not in Israel have I found such faith."

	10And when the ones who had been sent returned to the house, they found the slave well.



Jesus Raises a Dead Man at Nain



	11And it came about that on the next day he went into a town called Nain, and his disciples and a large crowd went along with him.  12And as he approached the town gate, behold, a dead person was being carried out, the only son of his mother, and she was a widow.  And a considerable crowd from the town was with her.  13When he saw her, the Lord was moved with pity for her, and he said to her, "Don't cry."

	14And he went up to the coffin and touched it, and the pallbearers stood still.  And he said, "Young man, I say to you, rise up!"  15And the dead man sat up and began to speak.  And he gave him back to his mother.

	16And fear took hold of all, and they praised God, saying, "A great prophet has been raised up among us," and, "God has come to help his people."  17And this news about him spread throughout the land of the Jews and the surrounding country.



Jesus and John the Baptizer



	18And John's disciples reported to him about all these things.  And after calling a certain two of his disciples to him, John 19sent word to the Lord, as follows: "Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect another?"

	20And when they had come to him, the men said, "John the Baptizer sent us to you saying, 'Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect another?'"

	21In that same hour he healed many people of diseases and sicknesses and evil spirits, and gave sight to many who were blind.  22And in answer, he said to them, "Go and report back to John what things you saw and heard: The blind see again, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and good news is preached to the poor.  23And tell him, 'Blessed be whoever is not offended on account of me.' "�

	24And as John's messengers were leaving, he began to speak to the crowd about John: "What did you go out into the desert to see?  A reed being swayed to and fro by the wind?  25On the contrary, what did you go out to see?  A man dressed in delicate clothes?  Behold, those in expensive clothes and living in luxury are in royal palaces.  26On the contrary, what did you go out to see?  A prophet?  Yes indeed I tell you, and more than a prophet.  27This is the one about whom it is written:



'Behold, I am sending my messenger 

		before your face,

	who will prepare your way

		before you.'�



28I tell you, among those born of women, no one is greater than John the Baptizer.  Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he."

	29(And all the people who heard, even the revenue agents, vindicated God, having been baptized with the baptism of John.  30But the Pharisees and the lawyers, not baptized by him, rejected the purpose of God for themselves.)

	31"To what, then, shall I compare the people of this generation?  And what are they like?  32They are like children sitting in a marketplace and calling out one to the other, who say:



'We played the flute for you,

	and you didn't dance;

we sang a dirge,

	and you didn't cry.'



33For John the Baptizer came neither eating bread nor drinking wine, and you say, 'He has a demon.'  34The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and you say, 'Behold a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of revenue agents and sinners.'  35Regardless, wisdom is vindicated by all her children."



A Prostitute Washes Jesus' Feet with her Tears



	36But a certain one of the Pharisees asked him to eat with him, and he went to the Pharisee's house and reclined.�  37And behold, a woman who was being a sinner in that town came, who having learned that he is reclining at the Pharisee's house, had brought an alabaster bottle of perfume, 38and appeared behind Jesus, weeping at his feet.  And with the tears she began to bathe his feet.  And with the hairs of her head she was wiping off, and earnestly kissing his feet, and anointing them with the perfume.

	39When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he thought to himself as follows, "If this man were a prophet, he would know who and of what sort is the woman touching himó that she is a sinner."

	40And Jesus spoke up, and said to him, "Simon, I have something to tell you."

	"Tell me, teacher," he says.

	41"Two men were debtors to a certain moneylender.  One owed five hundred denarii,� and the other fifty.  42And as they did not have the money to pay him back, he freely forgave them both.  Now which of them will love him more?"

	43In answer Simon said, "I suppose the one whom he freely forgave more."

	And he said to him, "You have judged correctly."  44And turning toward the woman, he was saying to Simon, "Do you see this woman?  Your house I entered.  Water you did not give me for my feet, but this woman bathed my feet with her tears, and wiped them off with her hair.  45A kiss you did not give me, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped earnestly kissing my feet.  46With oil you did not anoint my head, but this woman with perfume anointed my feet.  47For which reason, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven, that she loved much.  But someone who has been forgiven little, loves little."�

	48And he said to her, "Your sins have been forgiven."

	49And those reclining with him began to say to themselves, "Who is this who even forgives sins?"

	50But he said to the woman, "Your faith has saved you.  Go with peace."

HIDDEN TEXT: This was originally translated by David Robert Palmer

Chapter 8



Jesus' Financiers



	1And it came about after this that he traveled about through one city and village after another, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God.  The Twelve were with him, 2and also some women who had been cured of evil spirits and diseases: Mary, called the Magdalene,� from whom seven demons had come out; 3and Joanna the wife of Kuza, the manager of Herod's household; and Susanna; plus many others; these women were providing for them out of their own means.



The Parable of the Sower



	4And when a great crowd was coming together, people from every one of those towns coming toward him, he spoke by means of a parable: 5"The sower went out to sow his seed.  And in the process of sowing, some seed fell beside the way and was trampled on, and the birds of the sky devoured it.  6And other seed fell on rock, and after it grew, it withered, having no way to get moisture.  7And other seed fell in the midst of thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it.  8And other seed fell into good soil, and when grown it produced fruit a hundredfold."

	After he said these things, he called out, "Whoever has ears to hear, hear."



The Parable of the Sower Explained



	9And his disciples asked him the intent of this parable, 10and he said, "To you it is given such that you will know the mysteries of the kingdom of God, but to the rest in parables, so that, 



"'Though seeing, they will not see,

   and though hearing,

they will not understand.'�



	11 "This, then, means the parable: The seed is the word of God.  12And the ones beside the way are those who when they hear, next comes the devil, and takes away the word from their heart, so that they will not believe and be saved.  13And the ones on the rock are those who when they hear, receive the word with joy.  They are also ones who have no root, and believe for a time, and in the time of trial shrink back.  14And the seed falling in the thorns, these are those who hear, and as they go, are choked by the worries and riches and pleasures of life, and do not bear fruit to the end.  15And the seed in good soil, these are those who when they hear the word, retain it in a good and worthy heart, and bear fruit with perseverance.

	16"Now no one after lighting a lamp covers it with a bucket, or puts it under a bed, but instead puts it on the lamp stand, so that those coming in may see the light.  17For there is nothing hidden that will not be made manifest, nor secret, that will not become clearly known, and come into illumination.  18Watch therefore how you listen, for whoever has, it will be granted him, and whoever has not, even what he seems to have will be taken away from him."



Jesus' Mother and Brothers



	19And his mother and brothers came to him, and were not able to get near him because of the crowd.  20And it was reported to him, "Your mother and brothers are standing outside, wanting to see you."

	21But he in answer said to them, "These are my mother and brothers, the ones hearing and doing the word of God."



Jesus Commands the Elements



	22And it came about in one of the days that he and his disciples had gotten into a boat, that he said to them, "Let's cross over to the other side of the lake."  And they put out to sea.

	23And as they sailed, he fell asleep.  And a storm of wind came down onto the lake, and they were being swamped, and in great danger.

	24And after approaching him, they roused him, saying, "Master, we are going to die!"

	And when he was awake, he rebuked the wind, and the roughness of the water, and they stopped, and it was calm.  25And he said to them, "Where is your faith?"

	But they were amazed and fearful, saying to one another, "Who then is this?  For he even commands the wind and the water, and they obey him!"



The Legion of Demons Near Gadara



	26And they sailed down into the territory of the Gadarenes,� which is opposite Galilee.  27And as he was going on shore, a certain man from the town met him, demon-possessed, and not having put clothes on for quite some time, and who was living not in a house but in the tombs.

	28And when he saw Jesus, he fell down before him crying out, and in a loud voice he said: "What business is there between you and me, O Jesus, you son of the Most High God?  I beg you, do not torture me!"

	29For Jesus was commanding the evil spirit to come out of the man.  For many times it had possessed him, and he would be bound with chains and leg irons and guarded, but tearing the bonds apart, he would be driven by the demon into solitary places.

	30And Jesus questioned him: "What is your name?"

	And he said, "Legion.�"  For many demons had entered into him.  31And they begged him that he would not order them to depart into the Abyss.

	32And a considerable herd of pigs was feeding there on a hillside, and they pled with him that he allow them to enter into them, and he allowed them.

	33So coming out from the man, the demons entered into the pigs, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake, and drowned.

	34And seeing what had happened, the herders fled, and reported to the town and to the farms.  35And they came out to see what had happened.  And they came to Jesus, and found the man from whom the demons had gone out sitting at Jesus' feet, dressed, and in his right mind, and they were afraid.  36And the ones who had seen reported to them how the demon-possessed man had been cured.  37And all the population of the neighborhood of the Gadarenes asked him to go away from them, for they were overcome with great fear.  So he got into the boat and turned back.

	38But the man from whom the demons had gone out begged to accompany him.  But he sent him away, saying, 39"Return to your house, and recount all the things God has done for you."  And he went throughout the whole town, proclaiming what things Jesus had done for him.



A Dead Damsel and a Sick Woman



	40And upon his return a crowd was welcoming him, for they were all expecting him.  41And behold, a man had come whose name was Jairus, and he was a synagogue ruler.  And falling at Jesus' feet, he begged him to come to his house, 42because he had an only daughter, about twelve years of age, and she was dying.

	And as he was on his way, the crowds were pinching him in.  43And a woman suffering a flow of blood since twelve years, who had not been able to get healing from anyone, 44came up behind and touched the tassel� of his cloak, and immediately her flow of blood stopped.

	45And Jesus said, "Who was it touching me?"

	When everyone denied it, Peter said, "Master, the crowds are pushing in together and jostling you."

	46But Jesus said, "Someone touched me, for I sensed power going out from me."

	47Then the woman, seeing that she was not going unnoticed, came, trembling.�   And falling at his feet, she related before all the people the reason she had touched him, and how she had been instantly healed.  48And he said to her, "Daughter, your faith has healed you.  Go with peace."

	49While he was still speaking, someone comes from the synagogue ruler's, saying, "Your daughter has died.  Don't trouble the teacher any more."

	50But having heard, Jesus responded to him, "Don't be afraid.  Only believe, and she will be healed."

	51And when he went into the house, he did not allow anyone to enter with him except Peter and John and James, and the father of the maiden and the mother.  52And all were weeping and wailing for her.  But he said, "Do not weep.  She is not dead but sleeping."  53And they laughed scornfully at him, knowing that she had died.

	54Then, holding her hand, he called out, as follows: "Damsel, wake up!"  55And her spirit returned, and she stood up at once, and he ordered that she be given something to eat.  56And her parents were astonished.  Then he charged them not to tell anyone what had happened.



Chapter 9



Jesus Sends Out the Twelve



	1And having called the Twelve together, he gave them power and authority over all the demons and diseases, in order to heal.  2And he sent them to proclaim the kingdom of God and to cure, 3and said to them: "Take nothing for the journeyó neither staff, nor knapsack, nor bread, nor silver, neither have two tunics each.

	4"And into whatever house you might enter, there remain, and from there go forward.  5And all the places that do not welcome you, going forth from that town, shake the dust off your feet, as a testimony against them."

	6And going forth they went throughout all the villages, preaching the good news, and healing everywhere.

HIDDEN TEXT: This was originally translated by David Robert Palmer

Herod Hears of Jesus



	7Now Herod the tetrarch heard about all that was going on, and kept becoming perplexed, because it was said by some that John had been raised from the dead, 8and by some that Elijah had appeared, and still others that a prophet, one of the Ancients, had come back to life.

	9But Herod said, "John, I beheaded.  Who, then, is this I hear such things about?"  And he tried to see him.



Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand



	10And when the apostles returned, they reported to him what things they had done.  Then he took them,  and retreated in private toward a town called Bethsaida.  11But the crowds who knew, followed him.  So, welcoming them, he spoke to them about the kingdom of God, and the ones having need of healing, he cured.

	12But the daylight began to decline, and the twelve approached and said to him, "Dismiss the crowd, so they can go to the surrounding villages and farms to sleep and find supplies.  Because here, we are in a remote place."

	13And he said to them, "You give them something to eat."

	But they said, "We have no more than five loaves and two fish, unless we were to go and buy food for all this crowd."  14For there were about five thousand men.

	And he said to his disciples, "Get them to recline in groups of about fifty each."  15And they did so, and got them all to recline.  16And taking the loaves and the two fish, and looking up to heaven, he blessed them and broke them, and gave to the disciples to set before the people.

	17And they all ate and were satisfied, and their leftovers picked up were twelve large baskets of fragments.



Peter's Confession of Messiah



	18And it came about that, when he was praying in private, the disciples were with him, and he queried them, saying, "Who do the crowds maintain me to be?"

	19And they in answer said, "John the Baptizer; and others, Elijah; and others that a prophet, one of the Ancients, has risen again."

	20And he said to them, "But you, who do you maintain me to be?"

	And Peter in answer said, "The Christ� of God."



Jesus Predicts His Death



	21But he, admonishing them, charged them to tell this to no one, 22saying, "The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and Torah scholars, and be killed, and on the third day be raised again."

	23Then toward everyone he was saying, "If someone wants to come after me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me.  24For whoever wants to save his life will lose it; but whoever loses his life for my sake, this one will save it.  25For how does it benefit a human being when he has gained the whole world, but has lost or been forfeited his very self?  26For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words, that person the Son of Man will be ashamed of, when he comes in his glory, and of the Father, and of the holy angels.  27But truly I say to you: There are some, of the ones standing here, who will certainly not taste death until they see the kingdom of God."



The Transfiguration



	28And it came about, something like eight days after these words, that having taken Peter and John and James, he went up into the mountain, to pray.  29And it came about that as he prayed, the appearance of his face was different, and his clothes were a glistening white.  30And behold, two men were conversing with him, who were Moses and Elijah, 31who, having been made visible in glory, were relating about the exodus� of him, which was soon to be coming true in Jerusalem.

	32But Peter and the ones with him were heavy-eyed with sleepiness.  But when they had fully woken up, they saw his glory, and the two men standing with him.  33And it came about that as those were moving off from Jesus, Peter said to him, "O Master, it is good for us to be here, and we should make three shelters, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah."  (Not knowing what he is saying.)

	34And as he was saying these things, a cloud came, and it overshadowed them.  And they were afraid as they went into the cloud.  35And a voice came from the cloud, saying, "This is my Son, the Chosen One; listen to him."  36And when the voice happened, they found Jesus alone.  And they kept quiet and told no one in those days anything that they had seen.



The Disciples Accused of Impotence to Heal



	37And it came about that during the following day, as they were coming down from the mountain, a large crowd met him.  38And behold, a man in the crowd shouted out, saying, "Teacher, I beg of you to look at my son; because he is my only born, 39and behold, a spirit takes over him and he suddenly cries out, and it convulses him with foaming at the mouth.  And it hardly goes away from him, wearing him out.  40And I pleaded with your disciples that they cast it out, and they were not able to."

	41And in response Jesus said, "O unbelieving and perverted generation, how long must I be with you, and put up with you?  Bring your son here."

	42And even as he was approaching Him, the demon dashed him to the ground, and thrashed him back and forth.  But Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, and the child was restored to wholeness, and He gave him back to his father.  43And all were struck by the majesty of God.

	And while everyone marvelled at all that he was doing, he said to his disciples, 44"You place into your ears these words.  For the Son of Man is about to be transferred into� the hands of human beings."

	45But they were not understanding this statement, and the meaning was being kept hidden from them, with the result that they did not see it.  And they were afraid to ask him about this statement.

HIDDEN TEXT: This was originally translated by David Robert Palmer

Who Is the Greatest?



	46So contention came into them, as to who of them was greatest.

	47And Jesus, knowing the contention of their hearts, took a child by the hand, and stood him next to himself.  48And he said to them, "Whoever welcomes this child on the basis of my name, is welcoming me, and whoever welcomes me, is welcoming the one who sent me.  For the person who is smallest among you all, that is who is great."



Do Not Hinder Other Camps of God's People



	49And in response, John said, "Master, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried to stop him; for he is not following you together with us."

	50But Jesus said to him, "Do not stop such, for someone who is not against you is for you."



Jesus Rejected by a Samaritan Village



	51And it came about that the days leading to his being taken up were running out, and he set his face to head toward Jerusalem.  52And he sent out messengers before his face.  And when they proceeded forth they went into a Samaritan village, so as to prepare it for him.  53And they did not welcome him, because his face was heading toward Jerusalem.

	54And when they saw this, the disciples James and John said, "Lord, do you will that we command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?"�

	55But when he turned to them, he rebuked them.�  56And they moved on, to a different village.



The Cost of Following Jesus



	57And as they were proceeding on the way, someone said to him, "I will follow you, wherever you might go."

	58And Jesus said to him, "The foxes have dens, and the birds of the sky, nestling places, but the Son of Man has nowhere he can lay his head."

	59And to another man, he said, "Follow me."

	But he said, "Lord, give me leave to first go and bury my father."

	60But Jesus said to him, "Leave those who are dead to bury their dead themselves; and you, after you have come away,� you publicize the kingdom of God."

	61And another also said, "I will follow you, Lord.  But first give me leave to say farewell to my household."

	62But Jesus said, "No one putting hand to plow and looking back to the things behind, is cut out for the kingdom of God."



Chapter 10



Jesus Sends Out the Seventy-Two



	1And after these things, the Lord appointed another seventy-two,� and sent them out two by two before his face, into every town and place where he himself was about to go.  2And he was saying to them, "The crop is large, but the workers few.  Request therefore of the lord of the harvest, that he send out workers into his harvest.  3Be on your way.  Behold, I am sending you out like sheep in the midst of wolves.  4You must carry no moneybag, no knapsack, no sandals, and greet no one along the way.

	5"And into whatever house you enter, first you say, 'Peace to this house.'  6And if a child of peace is there, your peace will settle upon him.  Otherwise, it will bounce back onto you.  7And in that same house you are to remain, eating and drinking the things belonging to them; for the worker is worthy of his pay; you are not to be moving from house to house.

	8"And into whatever town you enter that they welcome you, eat the things being set before you, 9and heal the sick in it, and say to them, 'The kingdom of God has drawn over you.'  10But into whatever town you enter that they do not welcome you, go out into the streets of it, and say, 11'Even the dust sticking to us from your town onto our feet, we are shaking off to you.  Even so, know this, that the kingdom of God has drawn near.'  12I assure you, it will be more bearable for Sodom in That Day, than for that town.

	13"Woe to you, Khorazin!  Woe to you, Bethsaida!  For if the miracles that took place in you took place in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes.  14In any case, it will be more bearable in the judgment for Tyre and Sidon than for you.  15And you, Capernaum, will you be lifted up to heaven?  You will go down to Hades!

	16"The person who listens to you is listening to me, and the one rejecting you, is rejecting me.  And the one rejecting me, is rejecting the one who sent me."

	17And the seventy-two returned, with joy, saying, "Lord, even the demons submit themselves to us in your name."

	18And he said to them, "I was watching as Satan fell from heaven like lightning.  19Behold, I have given you authority to tread upon snakes and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy; and nothing will by any means harm you.  20Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, that the spirits submit to you; but rejoice that your names are written down in heaven."

	21In that same hour, he exulted in the Holy Spirit, and said, "I praise you, Father, O Lord of the heaven and the earth, that you have hidden these things from the learned and intelligent, and revealed them to babes.  Yes, O Father, for that is what was pleasing in your sight.

	22"Everything has been turned over to me by my Father, and no one knows who the Son is, except the Father; and who the Father is, except the Son, and those to whom the Son decides to reveal it."

	23And after he had turned toward his disciples privately, he said, "Blessed are the eyes that see what you see.  24For I tell you, many prophets and kings wanted to see what you are seeing, and did not see it, and to hear what you are hearing, and did not hear it."



The Parable of the Good Samaritan



	25And behold, a lawyer arose, testing him, saying, "Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?"

	26And he said to him, "What is written in the law?  How do you read� it?"

	27And he in answer said, "You shall love Yahweh your God from your whole heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself."

	28And He said, "You have answered correctly.  Do this, and you will live."

	29But wanting to justify himself, he said to Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?"

	30In reply, Jesus said, "A certain man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among bandits.  And they, when they had stripped him and inflicted wounds, went away, leaving him half dead.  31And by chance a priest was going down that road, and when he saw him, he avoided him.  32And likewise also a Levite, when he came near that place and saw, passed around.  33But a certain Samaritan came traveling by him, and when he saw, was moved with pity.  34And he approached and stopped up his wounds, and applied olive oil and wine.  And mounting him on his own animal, he took him to an inn and took care of him.  35And on the morrow, he took out two denarii,� gave them to the innkeeper, and said, 'Take care of him, and whatever you spend beyond this, I will reimburse you when I return.'

	36"Which of these three seems to you to be a neighbor for the one who fell among bandits?"

	37And he said, "The one who did the mercy with him."

	And Jesus said to him, "Go yourself and do likewise."



Jesus at Mary and Martha's House



	38And when he moved on, he entered a certain village.  And a woman by the name of Martha housed him.  39There was also a sister to that one, named Mary.  And she having sat down at the Lord's feet, was listening to his word.

	40But Martha was being drawn away by many chores of hospitality.  But when she did come over, she said, "Lord, doesn't it concern you that my sister has left me to serve alone?  Tell her therefore that she should help carry the load with me."

	41But in answer, Jesus said to her, "Martha, Martha.  You are getting concerned and agitated over many things.  42But there is only one thing that warrants it.  For Mary has selected the good portion, which will not be taken away from her."

HIDDEN TEXT: This was originally translated by David Robert Palmer

Chapter 11



Prayer



	1And it came about when he was praying in a certain place, that as he was finishing, a certain one of his disciples said to him, "Lord, teach us to pray, even as John taught his disciples."

	2And he said to them, "When you pray, say:



" 'Father, hallowed be your name.

May your kingdom come.

3Give us each day our daily bread.

4And forgive us our sins,

	for we ourselves forgive

		everyone who is indebted to us.

And lead us not into temptation.í î



	5And he said to them, "Suppose one of you shall have a friend, and will go to him at midnight and say to him, 'Friend, lend me three loaves, 6because a friend of mine has shown up, from a journey toward me, and I have nothing to set before him.'

	7"That one inside may say in answer, 'Do not cause me hassles.  The door is already shut up, and my children are in bed with me.  I can't get up to give you something.'  8I tell you, even if he will not get up and give you something because of being your friend, yet because of your brash persistence he will get up, and give you as much as you need.

	9"So I say to you: Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.  10For everyone who keeps asking, receives; and the person who keeps seeking, finds; and to the one who keeps on knocking, it will be opened.�

	11"And which father among you, if his child will ask for a fish, will hand him a snake instead?  12Or again, if he asks for an egg, will hand him a scorpion?  13If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the Father from heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him?"



Jesus and Baalzibbul



	14And he was casting out a demon of muteness.  And it came about that after the demon went out, the mute man spoke.  And the crowd was amazed.

	15But some of them said, "It is by Ba'al-zibbul,� the prince of demons, that he drives out the demons."  16And others, testing, wanted from him a sign out of heaven.

	17But he, knowing their thoughts, said to them, "Every kingdom divided against itself is desolated, and a house divided against itself falls.  18So also, if Satan was divided against himself, how will his kingdom stand?  I say this because you claim I drive out the demons by Baal-zibbul.  19Now if I drive out the demons by Baal-zibbul, by whom do your followers drive them out?  So then, they will be your judges.  20But if I am driving out demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you.

	21"When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own castle, his possessions are safe.  22But when a stronger one than he comes and overpowers him, he takes away the armor upon which his confidence was based, and divides out the spoils.

	23"The person who is not with me is against me, and the one not gathering with me is scattering."

	24"When an evil spirit comes out of a human being, it goes through waterless places seeking rest.  And  not finding it, at that time it says, 'I will return to the house from which I came out.'  25And when it arrives, it finds the house unoccupied, swept clean and put in order.  26Then it goes and brings with it seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they come inside and live there.  And the final condition of that human is worse than the first."

	27And it came about that as Jesus was saying these things, a woman in the crowd lifted up her voice and said to him, "Blessed are the womb that bore you, and the breasts which you sucked."

	28But he replied, "Blessed rather� are those who hear the word of God and obey it."



The Sign of Jonah



	29And as the crowds were pressing together upon him, he began to say, "This generation is a wicked generation; it asks for a sign.  And no sign will be given it except the sign of Jonah.�  30For just as Jonah was a sign to the Ninevites, so also the Son of Man will be to this generation.  31The Queen of the South will be raised at the judgment with the men of this generation, and condemn them, for she came from the ends of the earth to listen to the wisdom of Solomon, and behold, one greater than Solomon is here.  32Men of Nineveh will rise at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and behold, one greater than Jonah is here.

HIDDEN TEXT: This was originally translated by David Robert Palmer

The Light of the Body



	33"No one after lighting a lamp puts it out of view, or under a bucket, but rather on the lamp stand, so that those who come in may see the light.  34The lamp of the body is your eye.  When your eye is open and generous, your entire body is brightly lit also.  But when your eye is suspicious and stingy,� your body is in darkness also.  35See to it, therefore, that the light in you is not darkness.  36If then your whole body is brightly lit, not having any part dark, it will all be lighted, like when the lamp by its brightness illumines you."



Six Woes



	37And as he was speaking, a Pharisee asks him to have lunch with him; so having gone inside, he reclined.  38And the Pharisee when he saw, was shocked that he did not first baptize before the meal.�

	39And the Lord said to him, "As it is, you Pharisees clean the outside of the cup and platter, but the inside of you is loaded with acquisitiveness� and wickedness.

	40"O foolish ones!  Did not the one who made the outside, make the inside also?  41But the things lying within� give to the poor, and behold, all things are now clean for you.�

	42"But woe to you, Pharisees!  For you tithe the mint, and even the rue� and every kind of garden herb, and neglect the justice and the love of God.  But these latter things you ought to have been practicing, and not leaving the former undone.

	43"Woe to you, Pharisees!  For you love the prominent seats in the synagogues, and the greetings in the marketplaces.

	44"Woe to you!  For you are like graves that are not marked, and the people when walking over them do not know it."�

	45And in response, someone from the class of lawyers says to him, "Teacher, in saying these things, you are insulting us also."

	46But he said, "And to you lawyers also, woe!  For you make people carry loads oppressive to bear, and you yourselves, not one of your fingers do you touch to those loads.

	47"Woe to you!  For you build mausoleums for the prophets, and it was your forefathers who murdered them.  48So then, approving witnesses you are, to the deeds of your forefathers; for they kill� them, and you build.

	49"For this reason also the wisdom of God has said, 'I am sending to them prophets and apostles; and some of them they will kill, and some of them they will persecute,' 50with the result that the blood of all the prophets spilled since the founding of the world will be demanded of this generation, 51from the blood of Abel, up until the blood of Zechariah, who perished between the altar and the sanctuary; yes, I tell you, all will be demanded of this generation.

	52"Woe to you, lawyers!  For you have taken away the key to the door of knowledge.  You yourselves have not gone in, and the ones who are going in, you have barred."�

	53And then as he went forth from there, the Torah scholars and the Pharisees began to be extremely hostile, and to provoke him to speak unpreparedly� about a great variety of topics, 54ambushing him, to pounce on something coming from his mouth.



Chapter 12



Warnings and Encouragements



	1When a vast multitude had gathered, such that they were trampling on one another, he began to say to his disciples first, "Be on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.  2But there is nothing covered up that will not be revealed, and nothing secret that will not be made known.  3Therefore, what things you have said in the darkness, will be heard in the light, and what you have spoken close to an ear in the cellars, will be proclaimed on the housetops.

	4"I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of the ones killing the body, and after that having nothing worse left to do.  5But I will suggest to you whom you should fear.  Fear the one who after the killing, has the power to cast into Gehenna.  Yes, I tell you, fear him.

	6"Are not five sparrows sold for a penny?�  And not one of them is forgotten before God.  7But in your case, even the hairs of your head, each is numbered.  You should not be afraid; you matter more than many sparrows.

	8"But I tell you, whoever stands up for me before human beings, the Son of Man also will stand up for him before the angels of God.  9Whereas the one disowning me before human beings, will be disowned before the angels of God.  10And everyone who will speak a word against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven him.  But to the person who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven.

	11"And when they deliver you over to the synagogues, and to the rulers and to the authorities, do not worry how or what you should defend, or what you should say.  12For the Holy Spirit will instruct you in that very hour what needs to be said."



False Financial Security



	13And someone in the crowd said, "Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me."

	14But he said to him, "Man, who appointed me judge or arbiter over you two?"

	15And he said to them, "Watch out, and be on your guard against every form of covetousness.  For the life of one is not from the increase of one's possessions."

	16And he spoke a parable to them as follows: "The land of a certain rich man yielded abundantly, 17and he was thinking to himself, 'What shall I do?  For I have no place where I can stack my produce.'

	18And he said, 'This is what I will do.  I will pull down my warehouses, and build bigger ones, and there I will stack all my wheat, and all my goods.  19And I will say to my soul, "Soul, you have much goods sitting there into many years.  Relax, eat, drink, be merry." '

	20But God said to him, 'You fool, this very night they are demanding your soul back from you,� and the provisions you have made, whose will they be?'

	21"Such is the person saving up for himself, and not becoming rich to God."�

HIDDEN TEXT: This was originally translated by David Robert Palmer

True Financial Security



	22And to his disciples, he said, "Because of this I say to you, do not worry about life, what you will eat, nor about the body, what you will wear.  23For life means more than food, and the body more than clothes.

	24"Consider the ravens, that they neither sow nor reap, and God feeds them.  How much higher priority you are than birds!

	25"Now which of you by worrying is able to add onto his lifespan three feet?  26If therefore you cannot accomplish even this very little thing, why do you worry about the rest?

	27"Consider the lilies, how they grow.  They neither labor nor weave.  But I tell you, not even Solomon in all his splendor, was bedecked like one of these.  28Now if God thus clothes the wild grass, which is here this day and the next is thrown in the stove, how much more would he rather clothe you, O you of little faith?

	29"And you also should not seek after how you will eat, and how you will drink; that is, do not be anxious.  30Because all these things, the nations of the world are striving for.  But your Father knows that you have need of these things.  31Only seek instead his kingdom, and these things will be included for you.

	32"Do not be afraid, little flock; for it has given your Father pleasure to give you the kingdom.  33Sell your possessions, and give to the poor: make for yourselves moneybags unfailing, a stockpile not shrinking; in the heavens, where neither a thief ever gets close, nor a moth ever destroys.  34For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.



Be Ready



	35"You must keep your waists girded and your lamps burning, 36and you must be like people waiting for their own master, waiting for when he returns from the wedding celebrations, so that when he arrives and is knocking, they may immediately open for him.  37Happy are those slaves who when the master arrives, he finds watching.  Truly I tell you, he will gird himself and bid them recline, and after coming in, he will serve them.  38Those slaves are happy, whether he arrives and finds them in the second, or even in the third watch.  39And this you know, that if the manager of the household knew what hour the thief was coming, he would not have allowed his house to be broken into.  40You also must be the same, because the Son of Man is coming at an hour you would not think he would."

	41And Peter said, "Lord, are you saying this parable to us, or to everyone else as well?"

	42And the Lord said, "So who is the faithful and sensible steward, whom the master will place over his domestic service, to be giving out rations in due time?  43Happy will be that slave who when the Lord comes, he finds performing so.  44Truly I tell you, he will place him over all his possessions.

	45"But if that slave says in his heart, 'My lord is taking his time to come,' and he begins to slap around the workboys and the workgirls, and to eat and drink and get drunk, 46the lord of that slave will come at an hour he is not expecting, and at a time he does not know, and will cut him in two, and appoint him his inheritance with the unbelieving.

	47"And that slave, knowing the will of his lord, and not having prepared or done in accordance with his will, he will be lashed many times.  48Whereas the one not knowing, and having done things deserving of scourgings, he will be lashed few times.  So then, anyone to whom much has been given, much will be required of him, and anyone to whom much has been entrusted, that much more will be demanded of him.



Jesus Causes Division



	49"I have come to cast fire upon the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled!  50But I have a baptism to be baptized, and how tormented I am until that has been accomplished.

	51"You think that I have come to provide peace on the earth.  Not at all, I tell you, but rather division.  52For from now on, five in one household will be divided: three against two, and two against three.  53A father will be divided against the daughter, and the daughter against the mother, a mother-in-law against daughter-in-law, and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law."



Judge For Yourselves



	54And he was also saying to the crowds, "When you see a cloud rising in the west, right away you say, 'A rainstorm is coming,' and it happens so.  55And when the south wind blows, you say, 'It will be hot,' and it happens.  56Hypocrites!  The face of the earth and sky you know how to interpret, but this present time you do not know how to interpret?

	57"And why also do you not judge for yourselves what is right?  58For as you are going with your adversary to court, on the way make every effort to be free of him,� lest he drag you before the judge, and the judge hand you over to the officer, and the officer throw you into prison.  59I tell you, no way will you come out of that place, until you have paid back the very last penny."



Chapter 13



Repent or Perish



	1And some who were present at that time, were reporting to him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with the blood of their sacrifices.�  2And in response he said to them, "Do you think that because they suffered these things, those Galileans were sinners, more so than all the rest of the Galileans?  3Not at all, I tell you; but on the other hand, if you do not repent, you shall all likewise perish.  4Or those eighteen, on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them, do you think they were debtors worse than all the rest of the people living in Jerusalem?  5Not at all, I tell you; but on the other hand, if you do not repent, you shall all likewise perish."

	6And he continued with this parable: "A certain man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard.  And he came seeking fruit on it, and did not find any.  7And he said to the vine dresser, 'Look, it has been three years already I have been coming, seeking fruit on this fig tree and not finding it.  Cut it down.  Why is it still using up the soil?'

	8"But in answer, he says to him, 'Sir, leave it for this year also, until such time I have dug and put manure around it; 9and if in the future it does produce fruit, so much the better.�  But if not, then you would cut it down.'"



A Crippled Woman Healed on the Sabbath



	10And he was teaching in one of the synagogues during the Sabbath.  11And behold, a woman having had a spirit of disability for eighteen years.  And she was bent over double, and not able to look up at all.  12And when Jesus saw her, he called to her and said to her, "Woman, be set free from your disability."  13And he laid hands on her; and she became erect at once, and was praising God.

	14But in response, the synagogue ruler, being indignant that Jesus had healed during the Sabbath, was saying to the crowd, "There are six days in which you are supposed to work; you should therefore be coming during those to be healed, and not during the day of rest."

	15But the Lord answered him, and said, "You hypocrites!  Who among you on the Sabbath does not free your ox or your donkey from its stall, and after leading it away, give it drink?  16But this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has kept bound lo these eighteen years, she should not be freed from this bondage on the day of rest?!"�

	17And with his saying these things, all his opponents were being humiliated, and all the crowd was cheering, for all the glorious things being accomplished by him.



The Parables of the Mustard Seed �and the Yeast



	18Then he said, "What is the kingdom of God like?  And to what may I compare it?  19It is like a mustard seed, which a man took and cast into his garden, and it grew and became a tree, and the birds of the sky nested in its branches."

	20And again he said, "To what may I compare the kingdom of God?  21It is like yeast that a woman took and folded into three measures�  of dough until the whole was leavened."



The Narrow Door



	22And he was going through every city and village teaching, even as he was making his journey toward Jerusalem.  23And someone said to him, "Lord, are those being saved going to be few?"

	And he said to him, 24"Make every effort to go in through the narrow door.  For many, I tell you, will try to enter, and not be able to.  25Once the master of the house has gotten up and closed the door, after that you may begin to stand outside, and knock on the door, saying, 'Lord, open to us,' and in answer he will say to you, 'I don't know where you are from.'  26At that time you will begin to say, 'We ate and drank in your presence, and you taught in our streets.'  27And then at that time he will say to you as follows: 'I don't know where you are from.  Get away from me, all you workers of unrighteousness.'  28In that place there will be weeping, and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, and you are being cast outside, 29and people will have come from the east and the west, and from the south and the north, and be reclined in the kingdom of God.  30And behold, there are those who are last, who will be first; and there are those who are first who will be last."



Jesus Laments Jerusalem



	31In that hour, some Pharisees came up to him, saying to him, "You should move on, and get out of this place, because Herod is trying to kill you."

	32And he said to them, "Go tell that fox: 'Behold, I am casting out demons and accomplishing healings today and tomorrow, and on the third day I will reach my goal.'�  33Regardless, I would have to be continuing on today and tomorrow and the next day.  For it is not possible for a prophet to be killed outside Jerusalem!

	34"O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, that kills the prophets, and stones those sent to it!  How often I have wished to gather your children, as a hen does her brood under her wings, and you were not willing.  35Now behold, your� house will be abandoned to you.�  I tell you, you will not see me, until the day when you say, 'Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.'"�



Chapter 14



Jesus at a Pharisee's House



	1And it came about that when he went into the house of a certain ruler of the Pharisees on a Sabbath, to eat bread, they were watching him closely.  2And behold, a certain man with dropsy was right in front of him.�

	3And in response, Jesus said to the lawyers and Pharisees as follows: "Is it permissible during a Sabbath to heal, or is it not?"  4But they kept quiet.  And after grasping him, he healed him, and dismissed him.

	5And he said to them, "Who among you whose son or ox should fall into a pit during the Sabbath day, would not immediately pull him out?"  6And they were not able to rebut these words.

	7And toward those who had been invited, he was speaking a parable, referring to how they were claiming the most prestigious seats, saying to them as follows: 8"When you are invited by someone to a banquet, do not recline at the place of honor, in case someone more distinguished than you is invited by him, 9and the one who invited both you and him comes and says to you, 'Yield place to this person.'  And then you would proceed with embarrassment to make for� the last seat.  10Instead, when you are invited, make your way to the least desirable place and recline, so that when the one who invited you comes, he will say to you, 'Friend, move up to a better place.'  Then there will be honor for you in front of all your fellow dinner guests.  11For anyone who exalts himself will be humbled; and the one who humbles himself will be exalted."

	12And he was also saying to the man who had invited him, "When you make a breakfast or dinner, do not call your friends, or your siblings or relatives or rich neighbors, lest they also invite you back in return, and that would be repayment for you.  13Instead, when you make a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind,  14and you will be blessed, because they do not have the means to repay you.  For it will be repaid to you, you see, at the resurrection of the righteous."



The Parable of the Great Banquet



	15And after hearing these things, one of the dinner guests said to him, "Blessed is that person who will eat bread in the kingdom of God."

	16And Jesus said to him, "A certain man held a great banquet, and invited many people.  17And at the hour of the banquet, he sent his slave out to tell those who were invited, 'Come, for it is now ready.'

	18"And they all alike began to ask to be excused.  The first one said to him, 'I have bought a field, and I urgently have to go out and see it.  I ask you, consider me excused.'

	19"And another one said, 'I have bought five yoke of oxen, and Iím on my way to try them out.  I ask you, consider me excused.'

	20"And another one said, 'I have married a wife, and for this reason I am not able to come.'

	21"And when he came back, the slave reported these things to his master.  Angered then, the master of the house said to his slave, 'Quick, go out into the boulevards and lanes of the town, and the poor, the crippled, the blind, the lame, lead them here.'

	22"And the slave said, 'Master, what you have commanded has been done, and still there is room.'

	23"And the master said to the slave, 'Go out into the trails and the fence lines, and urgently invite them to come in, so that my house will be filled.  24You can be sure, I tell you, that not one of those men who were invited, will taste of my banquet!'"



Jesus Qualifies the Crowds



	25And great crowds were going along with him, and he turned around, and said to them, 26"If someone is coming with me, and does not hate his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brothers, and sisters, and yes, even his own life, he cannot be my disciple.  27Anyone that does not take up his own cross and follow after me, cannot be my disciple.

	28"For who of you wishing to build a tower, does not first sit down and count the cost, whether he has enough for completion?  29It would be no good if he lays the foundation, and not being able to finish, all those observing start to ridicule him, 30saying, 'This fellow began to build, and was not able to finish.'

	31"Or what king, going out to another king to meet in battle, does not first sit down to consider whether he is strong enough with ten thousand, to match the one who is coming against him with twenty thousand?  32For indeed if not, while he is still at a distance he sends out a delegation, and asks what are the conditions for peace.

	33"In the same way, then, any of you who does not say good-bye to everything that he has, cannot be my disciple.

	34"Salt then is a good thing; but if the salt itself becomes bland, what will it be spiced with?  35It is fit neither for the soil, nor for the manure pile;� they throw it out.

	"Whoever has ears to hear, hear."



Chapter 15



The Parable of the Lost Sheep



	1And all the tax collectors and the sinners were coming up next to him, to listen to him.  2And both the Pharisees and the Torah scholars were complaining, saying, "This fellow welcomes sinners, and eats with them."

	3But he spoke this parable to them, as follows: 4"What man among you who has a hundred sheep and is missing one of them, does not leave behind the ninety-nine in the desert, and go out after the lost one, until he finds it?  5And when he has found it, he places it on his shoulder, rejoicing.  6And upon returning home he gathers his friends and neighbors together, saying to them, 'Rejoice with me; for I have found my sheep that was lost.'  7I tell you, in just the same way, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner repenting, than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent.



The Parable of the Lost Coin



	8"Or what woman having ten drachmas,� if she loses one drachma, does not light a lamp and sweep the house clean, and search diligently until such time she finds it?  9And when she has found it, she gathers her friends and neighbors together, saying, 'Rejoice with me; for I have found the drachma that was lost.'  10In just the same way, I tell you, rejoicing breaks out among the angels of God over one sinner repenting."



The Parable of the Lost Son



	11And he said, "A certain man had two sons.  12And the younger of them said to the father, 'Father, pay out to me the applicable share of the holdings.'  So he divided to them the life savings.

	13"And not many days later, having gathered everything together, the younger son journeyed off, to a far away country, and there he wasted his estate, living indulgently.  14And after he had spent everything he had, a severe famine took place over that whole country, and he himself began to be without.  15And so going forth, he joined on with one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to tend swine.  16And he was craving to be fed of the carob pods� that the swine were eating, and no one gave him any.

	17"And when he came to himself,� he was saying, 'How many hired men of my father's have more than enough food, and here I am, perishing with hunger.  18I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, "Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before you.  19I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me as one of your hired men." '

	20"And he arose and went to his father.  But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him, and was moved with pity.  And he ran out, flung his arms around him and kissed him.  21But the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before you.  I am no longer worthy to be called your son.'

	22"But the father said to his servants, 'Quick, bring out the best robe and drape it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes to his feet, 23and bring the fattened calf, and slaughter it, and let us feast and celebrate; 24for this my son was dead and is alive again; was lost and has been found!'  And they proceeded to celebrate.

	25"But his elder son was in the fields.  And as he was getting close to the house, he heard the sound of music and of dancing.  26And calling over one of the workboys, he was asking what it was all about.

	27"And he told him, 'Your brother has returned, and your father has slaughtered the fattened calf, because he has him back safe and sound.'

	28"Then he was angry, and refused to go inside.  And his father, after coming out, was pleading with him.  29But in response he said to his father, 'All these years I have been serving you, and not once did I ever deviate from your instructions.  Yet to me, you have never given so much as a baby goat so I could celebrate with my friends.  30But when this son of yours comes who ate up your life savings with prostitutes, you slaughter for him the fattened calf!'

	31"But he said to him, 'Dear child, you are always with me, and everything that is mine is yours.  32But to celebrate, and be cheered up, is only right; for this your brother was dead and is alive again; was lost, and has been found!' "



Chapter 16



The Shrewd Money Manager



	1And then toward his disciples he was saying: "There was a certain rich man, who had a business manager.  And accusations were brought to him against this man, that he was wasting his property.  2So having summoned him, he said to him, 'What is this I am hearing about you?  Surrender the records of your management; for you can no longer be manager.'

	3"And the manager said to himself, 'What will I do, now that my master is taking away the management from me?  I am not strong enough to dig.  I am ashamed to beg.  4I know what I will do, so that after I am removed from my management, people will welcome me into their homes.'

	5"And calling in each and every one of his master's debtors, he said to the first one, 'How much do you owe my master?'

	6"And he said, 'A hundred baths of olive oil.'

	"And he told him, 'Take your bill, and sit down quickly and write "fifty." '

	7"Then, to another one he said, 'And you, how much do you owe?'

	"And he said, 'A hundred kors of wheat.'

	"He says to him, 'Take your bill and write "eighty."'

	8"And that master gave credit to the unrighteous manager, in that he had acted shrewdly.  For the people of this age are more shrewd than the people of light toward their own kind.  9And as for me, I say to you, make friends for yourselves out of the undependable wealth, so that when it fails, they may welcome you into perpetual dwellings.

	10"The person who is faithful with little, is also faithful with much, and the one who is undependable with little is also undependable with much.  11If therefore you do not prove faithful with the undependable wealth, who will trust you with the true?  12And if with someone else's property you have not turned out to be faithful, who will grant you property of your own?�

	13"No house slave is able to serve two masters; for he would either hate one and love the other, or devote himself to the one and despise the other.  You cannot serve both God and Wealth."

	14And the Pharisees had been listening to all this and, being moneylovers, were sneering at him.

	15And he said to them, "You are ones who make yourselves appear righteous in the eyes of human beings, but God knows your hearts.  For what is highly esteemed among human beings, is detestable in God's sight.

	16"The law and the prophets were� until John; from that time on the kingdom of God is being proclaimed, and everyone is pushing their way into it.  17But it is easier for sky and earth to pass away, than for one serif of the law to fall.  18Everyone dismissing his wife and marrying another, is committing adultery, and he who marries her who has been dismissed by a husband, is committing adultery.�



The Rich Man and Lazarus



	19"Now a certain man was rich, and used to put on a purple robe and fine linen and live it up splendidly every day.  20But a beggar, Lazarus by name, was laid at his gate, covered with sores, 21and he kept longing in vain to eat the scraps dropping from that rich man's table.  In contrast, even the dogs at least would come and lick his sores.

	22"Now the beggar came to die, and was carried off by the angels to Abraham's side.  And the rich man also died, and was buried.  23And in Hades, when he lifted up his eyes, from being in torment, he sees Abraham far away, and Lazarus in his comforting presence.  24So after calling out to him, he said, 'Father Abraham, have pity on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water, to cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.'

	25"But Abraham said, 'Son, recall that in your lifetime, you received your good things, while Lazarus likewise received his bad; so now here, he is comforted, and you are suffering.  26And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, such that those who want to go from here to you are not able to, neither can anyone cross over from there to us.'

	27"And he said, 'Then I beg you, father, please send him to my father's house, 28since I have five brothers, so that he can be warning them not to also come to this place of torment.'

	29"But Abraham says, 'They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.'

	30"And he said, 'Hardly, father Abraham; but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.'

	31"And he said to him, 'If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, neither will they be persuaded if someone rises from the dead.'"



Chapter 17



A Brother Who Sins



	1And he said to his disciples, "It is not possible for there not to come things that cause people to fall.  Nevertheless, woe to that person by whom such comes!  2It would be better for him if a mill stone is lying around his neck and he is thrown into the sea,� than that he cause one of these little ones to fall.

	3"Watch yourselves.  If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him.  4And if he sins against you seven times in a day,� and seven times he turns toward you, saying, 'I repent,' forgive him."



Faith and Duty



	5And the apostles said to the Lord, "Give us more faith."

	6But the Lord said, "If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, 'Be uprooted and planted in the sea,' and it would obey you.

	7"Now who of you having a servant plowing or tending sheep, when he comes in from the field would say to him, 'Come right over here and recline'?  8Would he not instead say to him, 'Fix something I can eat, and after you have girded yourself, serve me while I eat and drink, and after these things, you shall eat and drink'?  9Neither does he thank the servant, that he has done what he has been told.  10In the same way, you also, when you have done all the things that were prescribed for you, you should say, 'We are unremarkable servants; we have done what we are supposed to have done.'"

HIDDEN TEXT: This was originally translated by David Robert Palmer

Ten Healed of Leprosy



	11And it came about that as he was on his way to Jerusalem, he was passing through the middle of Samaria and Galilee.  12And as he was coming into a village, ten men who had leprosy met him, who stopped and stood at a distance.  13And they called out loudly, saying, "Jesus, Master, have pity on us!"

	14And when he saw this, he said to them, "Go show yourselves to the priests."  And it came about that as they went, they were cleansed.

	15And one of them, when he saw that he had been healed, turned and came back, praising God with a very loud voice.  16And he fell on his face at Jesus' feet, thanking him.

	17And in response Jesus said, "Were there not ten cleansed?  Where then are the other nine?  18Were none found to have come back to give glory to God, except this foreigner?"

	19And he said to him, "Get up and go your way; your faith has saved you."



The Coming of the Kingdom of God



	20And when he was questioned by the Pharisees as to when the kingdom of God was coming, he answered them as follows: "The kingdom of God does not show with careful observation, 21neither will people say, 'Behold, here,' or 'There.'  For behold, the kingdom of God is within you."

	22And he said to the disciples, "Days are coming, when it is one of the days of the Son of Man you will long to see, and you will not have that experience.  23And people will say to you, 'Behold, there!'  'Behold, here!'  Do not go, neither follow after them.  24For just as lightning shines forth flashing from one end of the sky to the other, so shall it be with the Son of Man.  25But first he must suffer much at the hands of this generation and be rejected.

	26"And just as it was in the days of Noah, so shall it be also in the days of the Son of Man.  27People were eating, drinking, marrying, being given in marriage, up until the day that Noah entered into the ark, and the flood came, and destroyed them all.

	28"It was just the same in the days of Lot.  People were eating, drinking, buying, selling, planting, building, 29but the day that Lot left Sodom, fire and sulfur rained down from heaven, and destroyed them all.

	30"Along those lines will be the day in which the Son of Man is being revealed.  31In that day, if someone is on the roof, and his stuff is in the house, he should not go down to get it, and the one in the field should likewise not turn back around.  32Remember Lot's wife.  33Whoever tries to save his life will lose it, and whoever loses it will keep it alive.  34I tell you, in that night there will be two men on one couch; one will be taken, and the other left.  35There will be two women together grinding grain; one will be taken, and the other left." �

	37And they in response are saying to him, "Where, Lord?"

	And he said to them, "Where the body is, there also the eagles� will be gathered."



Chapter 18



The Parable of the Persistent Widow



	1And he was speaking a parable to them, to the end that they ought always to pray, and not to lose heart, 2as follows: "There was a certain judge in a certain city, who had no fear of God, and no regard for man.  3But there was a widow in that city, and she kept on coming to him, saying, 'Give me justice from my adversary.'

	4"And for some time he had been refusing, but after all this, he said to himself, 'Even if I don't fear God, nor have regard for man, 5just because this widow is causing me trouble, I will avenge her, lest all her coming in the end wears me out.' "

	6And the Lord said, "Listen to what the unjust kind of judge was saying.  7So God, would he not bring about the avenging of his elect, who keep crying out to him day and night?  And is he slow to respond to them?  8I tell you, he would bring about justice for them, in short order.  However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find any faith on the earth at all?"�



The Parable of the Pharisee and the Revenue Agent



	9And also, to some, who were convinced within themselves that they were righteous, and looking down on everyone else, he told this parable: 10"Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee, and the other a revenue agent.  11When the Pharisee stood, he was praying inside himself as follows: 'O God, I thank you that I am not like other people, who are swindlers, dishonest, adulterers, or indeed, like this revenue agent.  12I fast twice a week, I tithe of everything I get.'

	13"But the revenue agent, standing a distance off, was not even willing to lift his eyes toward heaven, but was beating his breast, saying, 'O God, be merciful to me, a sinner.'

	14"I tell you, this latter went down to his house justified, rather than the former.  For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted."



The Little Children and Jesus



	15And people were bringing little children to him, so that he would touch them.  But when the disciples saw this, they started rebuking them.  16But Jesus called them over to him, saying, "Allow the children to come to me, and stop preventing them, for of such is the kingdom of God.  17Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child will certainly not enter it."



The Rich Young Ruler



	18And a certain ruler queried him as follows: "Good teacher, with what done will I inherit eternal life?"

	19And Jesus said to him, "Why are you calling me good?  No one is good, except God alone.  20The commandments you know: Do not commit adultery, Do not murder, Do not steal, Do not give false testimony, Honor your father and mother."

	21And he said, "All these I have kept since childhood."

	22And when Jesus heard this, he said to him, "There is still one thing lacking with you.  Everything you have, sell and hand out to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven, and then come follow me."

	23But hearing these words made him very sad, for he was extremely wealthy.  24And when Jesus saw this, he said, "How hard it is for those who have wealth to go into the kingdom of God.  25Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for the rich to enter into the kingdom of God."

	26And those who heard said, "Who then CAN be saved?"

	27And he said, "Things impossible with human beings are possible with God."

	28And Peter said, "Behold, we have left behind our own things to follow you."

	29And he said to them, "Truly I say to you, there is no one who has left house or wife or siblings or relatives or children, for the sake of the kingdom of God, 30who will not receive back many times as much in this present time; and in the coming age, eternal life."



Jesus Again Predicts His Death



	31And after having taken the twelve aside, he told them, "Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and everything that is written by the prophets about the Son of Man will be carried out.  32For he will be handed over to the Gentiles, and be made fun of and mistreated and spit upon, 33and after scourging him they will kill him, and on the third day he will rise again."

	34And they understood none of these things.  Indeed, this statement was hidden from them, and they did not realize the things being said.



An Obnoxious Beggar Gets His Wish



	35And it came about that when he was drawing near to Jericho, a certain blind man was sitting beside the road, begging.  36And when he heard the crowd going through, he was inquiring what this was all about.  37And they informed him that Jesus the Nazarene was passing by.  38Then he cried out, saying, "Jesus, son of David, have mercy on me!"

	39And those leading the way were rebuking him, that he should be quiet.  But he was shouting that much more, "Son of David, have mercy on me!"

	40And after stopping, Jesus ordered that he be brought to him.  And when he had come near, Jesus asked him, 41"What do you want me to do for you?"

	And he said, "Lord, that I could see again."

	42And Jesus said to him, "See again; your faith has saved you."�  43And at once he saw again, and he was following him, giving glory to God.  And all the people also, when they saw, gave praise to God.



Chapter 19



Zacchaeus the Revenue Officer



	1And he entered, passing on through Jericho.  2And behold, there was a man called by the name of Zacchaeus, and he was a revenue officer, and he was rich.  3And he was trying to see who Jesus was, but being prevented by the crowd, since he was short in stature.  4And after running on forward ahead, he climbed up onto a sycamore tree, so that he could see him, for he was about to pass that way.

	5And when Jesus arrived to the place, he looked up and said to him, "Hurry down, Zacchaeus, for today I need to stay at your house."

	6And he hurried down, and took him in gladly.  7And all who had seen this were complaining, saying, "He has gone in to stay the night with a sinful man."

	8And Zacchaeus stood up, and said to the Lord, "Look, one half of all I possess, Lord, I am giving to the poor, and where I have defrauded anyone of anything, I am making restitution threefold."

	9And Jesus said in reference to him, "Today, salvation has come to this house, in view of the fact that this man too is a son of Abraham.  10For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost."�



The Parable of the Ten Servants



	11And as they were listening to these things, he included and spoke another parable, because he was drawing near to Jerusalem, and they thought that the kingdom of God was about to be appearing shortly.  12He said therefore, "A certain man well born journeyed off to a far country, to receive for himself a kingdom and then return.  13Now after calling ten of his servants, he had given to them ten minas,� and said to them, 'Do business until such time I return.'

	14"But his subjects hated him, and they sent ambassadors behind him saying, 'We do not want this man to be king over us.'

	15"And it came about that when he returned, he had received the kingship.  And he ordered his servants to be summoned to him, those to whom he had given the money, in order to find out what they had earned.

	16"So the first one came, reporting as follows: 'Lord, your mina has grown to ten minas.'

	17"And he said to him, 'Well done, good servant.  Since with a little you have proven faithful, be therefore ruler over ten cities.'

	18"And the second one came, saying, 'Your mina, Lord, has become five minas.'

	19"So he said to that one, 'And you, you shall be over five cities.'

	20"And the other one� came, saying as follows: 'Lord, here is your mina, which I have been keeping laid away in a napkin.  21For I was afraid of you, since you are a demanding man; you collect what you did not deposit, and reap what you did not sow.'

	22"He says to him, 'By your own mouth I judge you, you wicked servant.  You knew, did you, that I am a demanding man, collecting what I did not deposit, and reaping what I did not sow?  23Why then have you not put my money on the table of the moneychangers, and I having returned would collect it with interest?'  24And to some standing there he said, 'Take the mina away from him, and give it to the one who has ten minas.'

	25"And they said to him, 'Lord, he has ten minas!'

	26'"I tell you, to everyone who has, it will be given, but the one who has not, even such that he has will be taken away from him.  27But as for my enemies, those who had not wanted me to be king over them, bring them here, and slay them in front of me.'"



The Triumphal Entry



	28And having said these things, he was pressing his way onward, going up to Jerusalem.  29And it came about that as he drew near to Bethphage and Bethany at the hill called the Mount of Olives, he sent away two of his disciples, 30saying, "Go into the village ahead of you, in which as you are entering you will find a colt� tethered, upon which no one has ever yet sat, and you are to untie it and bring it.  31And if someone asks you, 'Why are you untying it,' say this, 'The Lord needs it.'"

	32And when the ones who were sent went, they found things just as he had told them.  33And as they were untying the colt, the owners of it said to them, "Why are you untying the colt?"

	34And they said, "The Lord needs it."

	35And they brought it to Jesus, and after throwing garments of theirs on the colt, they mounted Jesus upon it.  36And as he was proceeding along, people were spreading their cloaks in the road beneath.

	37And having come near now to the descent of the Mount of Olives, the whole company of disciples started rejoicing, to lift God up with a loud voice for all the miracles that they had seen.  38They were saying,



"Blessed is the king who comes

	in the name of the Lord!�



Peace in heaven, and glory in the highest!"



	39And some Pharisees in the crowd said to him, "Teacher!  Rebuke your disciples!"

	40And he in answer said, "I tell you, if these go silent, the stones will cry out."

	41And as he drew near and saw the city, he wept over it, 42saying, "If you, yes ironically you,� had only known what would bring you peace on this very day!  But now it is hidden from your eyes.  43For the days will come upon you that your enemies will throw a palisade up against you, and encircle you, and press in on you from every side, 44and throw you to the ground,� you and your children within you, and there will not be left within you a stone upon a stone, in retribution for the fact you did not recognize the time of your gracious visitation."�



Jesus Clears the Temple



	45And when he had entered the temple, he proceeded to drive out the vendors, 46telling them, "It is written, 'And my house shall be a house of prayer,'� but you have made it 'a haunt of bandits.'�"

	47And he was teaching daily in the temple.  And the chief priests and the Torah scholars, along with the leaders of the people, were trying to kill him.  48Yet they were not finding any way they could do it, because the entire crowd was hanging on him, listening to him.



Chapter 20



The Authorities Question Jesus' Authority



	1And it came about during one of those days of his teaching the crowd in the temple and preaching the good news, that the high priests and scribes and elders came up, 2and they said to him as follows: "Tell us, by what authority are you doing these things?  Or, who is the one who gave you the authority for these things?"

	3And in answer Jesus said to them, "I will also ask you something, that you must tell me: 4John's baptism, was it from heaven, or from human beings?"

	5So they discussed it among themselves, saying, "If we say, 'From heaven,' he will say, 'Then why didn't you believe him?'  6But if we say, 'From human beings,' all the people will stone us, because they are convinced that John was a prophet.'"

	7And they professed not to know where it was from.  8And Jesus said to them, "Neither am I telling you by what authority I do these things."



The Parable of the Tenants



	9And he began to speak this parable to the crowd: "A man planted a vineyard, and leased it out to tenant-farmers, and journeyed away for quite some time.  10And in the time of harvest, he sent a servant to the tenants, so they could pay him rent out of the fruit of the vineyard.  But the tenants, after beating him, sent him away empty-handed.  11And he proceeded to send a another servant; and that one also, after beating and insulting him, they sent away empty-handed.  12And he proceeded to send a third; and that one also they threw out, after injuring him.

	13"So the owner of the vineyard said, 'What should I do?  I will send my beloved son; maybe him, they will respect.'

	14"But when they saw him, the tenants discussed it among themselves, saying, 'This is the heir.  Let us kill him, so that the inheritance will be ours.'  15And they threw him outside the vineyard and killed him.	"What then will the owner of the vineyard do to them?  16He will come, and he will kill those tenants, and he will give the vineyard to others."

	And those who heard this said, "May it never be!"

	17But he, after looking at them, said, "Why then is this written:



'A stone which the builders rejected,

	this one has become the capstone'?�



18Everyone who trips over that stone will be broken into pieces; upon whomever the stone falls, it will turn him into powder."

	19And at that time, the Torah scholars and high priests wanted to lay their hands on him, yet they were afraid of the people.  For they knew that he had spoken this parable in reference to them.



Yielding Tribute to Caesar



	20And beginning to watch him closely, they sent spies presenting themselves as sincere, in order to catch some statement of his, such that they could hand him over to the jurisdiction and authority of the governor.

	21And they questioned him as follows: "Teacher, we know that you talk straight, and you teach straight; that is, you do not acknowledge personage, but only on the basis of truth you teach the way of God.  22Is it permissible for us to yield tribute� to Caesar, or not?"

	23But he perceived their trickery, and said to them, 24"Hand me a denarius.  Whose image does it bear, and whose inscription?"

	And they said, "Caesar's."

	25And he said to them, "Well then, Caesar's things give back to Caesar, and God's things to God."

	26And they were not able to catch him in a saying in the presence of the people; and having been astonished by his answer, they remained silent.



Marriage at the Resurrection



	27Then some of the Sadducees approached (Sadducees say there is no resurrection), and they questioned him 28as follows: "Teacher, Moses wrote for us, 'If a man's brother dies having a wife, and that deceased is childless, that the man should take the wife of his brother, and raise up descendants for his brother.'�

	29"Well, there were seven brothers.  And the first one, who had taken a wife, died childless.  30And the second one 31took her, and the third one, and in fact, all seven in the same way, left behind no child, and died.  32Last of all, the woman also died.

	33"So the woman, in the resurrection, whose wife is she going to be?  For all seven had her as wife."

	34And Jesus said to them, "The people of this age marry and are given in marriage; 35but those considered worthy to taste of that age and of the resurrection from the dead, will neither marry nor be given in marriage, 36nor will they be able to die any more, for they will be like the angels and be sons of God, since they are sons of the resurrection.

	37"But that the dead are rising, even Moses intimated so, at the part about the bush, the way he says Yahweh is the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.  38Now God is not the God of dead people, but of living, for to him all of those are alive."

	39And one of the Torah scholars said in response, "Teacher, well said."

HIDDEN TEXT: This was originally translated by David Robert Palmer

Whose Son Is the Messiah



	40Indeed, no longer did any of them dare to question him.  41So he said in reference to them, "How do they maintain the Messiah to be the son of David?  42For David himself says in the scroll of the Psalms,



'Yahweh said to my Lord:

	"Sit at my right hand

43until such time I make your enemies

		a footstool for your feet.'�"



44So David calls him Lord.  How then is he his son?"



Jesus Denounces the Torah Scholars



	45And with the entire crowd listening, he said to the disciples, 46"Beware of the Torah scholars, wanting to walk around in robes, and loving the greetings in the marketplaces, and chief seats in the synagogues, and places of honor at banquets; 47they eat up the houses of widows, and for a front, make lengthy prayers.  These will receive greater condemnation."



Chapter 21



The Widow's Offering



	1And when he looked up, he saw rich people putting their gifts into the donation chest.  2Then he saw a certain penniless widow dropping there two lepta,� 3and he said, "Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all the rest.  4For they all put in their gifts out of the extra they had, but she out of her lack put in all she had to live on."



Signs of the Times



	5And as some of them were talking about the temple, how with such beautiful stones and gifts it was adorned, he said: 6"These things that you are looking at, days will come in which there will not be left a stone upon a stone that will not be thrown down."

	7And they questioned him as follows, "Teacher, so when will these things be, and what sign will happen when they are all about to take place?"

	8And he said, "See to it that you are not led astray.  For many will come in my name, saying, 'I am He,' and, "The Lord is near.'  Do not go off after them.  9So when you hear of wars and unrest, do not be alarmed; for these things need to happen first, but the end does not come immediately."

	10Then, he was saying to them, "Nation will rise up against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, 11and there will be mega-quakes, and famines and epidemics in various places, and frightful and awesome signs from heaven.

	12"But before all these things, they will lay their hands on you and will persecute you, handing you over to synagogues and prisons, being led all the way up to kings and governors for the sake of my name; 13it will work out for you to be a testimony.  14Put it in your hearts therefore, not to be practicing how to answer in defense; 15for I will give you utterance and wisdom that none of those opposing you will be able to stand against or rebut.

	16"But you will also be turned in by parents and siblings and relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to death.  17And indeed you will be hated by everyone because of my name.  18Yet not a hair of your head will perish: 19by your enduring, you will gain your lives.

	20"But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then you will know that her desolation is near.  21Then, those in Judea should flee to the mountains, and those within her should get without, and those in the fields should not go into her.  22For those are days� of vengeance, in fulfillment of all that is written.  23Alas for the ones who are pregnant, and the ones giving milk in those days!  For it will be a great calamity upon the land,� and wrath toward this people.  24And they will fall by the edge of the sword, and be taken captive to all the nations; and Jerusalem will be trampled over by Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles are played out.

	25And there will be signs in the sun, the moon and the stars, and on earth anxiety of the nations, in uncertainty over the roar and swell of the sea,� 26people holding their breath in fear and anticipation because of the things overtaking the world; for the forces of space will be shaken.

	27"And then at that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud, with power and great glory.  28So when these things are beginning to take place, stand yourselves tall and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near."

	29And he spoke a parable to them: "Consider the fig tree, indeed all the trees.  30When they are now putting forth leaves, you see for yourselves and know that summer is now near.  31So also you, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near.  32Truly I tell you: this age will by no means pass away until all has taken place.  33Sky and earth will pass away, but my words will certainly not pass away.

	34"But watch yourselves, that your hearts not be held back� by over-indulgence and drunkenness, and by ordinary concerns of this mortal life, and that day come upon you suddenly 35like a trap.  For it will come upon everyone who lives on the face of the whole earth.  36So you must be watchful at all times, praying that you might manage to avoid all these things about to come to pass, and stand before the Son of Man."

	37And he was spending the days teaching in the temple, and the nights he was going out and lodging on the hill called the Mount of Olives.  38And all the people would get up early to come to the temple and hear him.



Chapter 22



The Contract on Jesus



	1And the Festival of Unleavened Bread, called Passover, was approaching, 2and the chief priests and the Torah scholars were still yet looking for a way to put him to death, because they were still yet fearing the people.�

	3Then Satan entered into Judas, the one called Ish Keriot, who was one of their number, of the Twelve.  4And he went away, and discussed with the chief priests and the commanders of the temple guard how he might hand him over to them.  5And they were delighted, and contracted to give him money.  6And he accepted, and was looking for the best time for handing him over to them, without the crowd.

HIDDEN TEXT: This was originally translated by David Robert Palmer

The Passover Supper



	7And the day of Unleavened Bread arrived in which it was customary to slaughter� the Passover.  8And he sent Peter and John, saying, "Go, prepare the Passover for us so we can eat it."

	9And they said to him, "Where do you want us to prepare it?"

	10And he told them, "Behold, at the point of your arriving into the city a man carrying a water jar will encounter you.  Follow him to whatever house he goes into.  11And say to the owner of the house, 'The teacher says to you, "Where is the guest room where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?" '  12And that person will show you a large upstairs room all furnished.  You shall prepare it there."  13So when they went, they found things just as he had told them; and they prepared the Passover.

	14And when the hour had come, he reclined, and the disciples along with him.  15And he said to them, "It is with great longing and anticipation I have wanted to eat this Passover with you before my suffering.  16For I tell you: I will certainly not eat it again until such time it has been fulfilled in the kingdom of God."

	17And after taking hold of the cup, he gave thanks, and said, "Take this, and share it among yourselves; 18for I tell you: By no means will I drink of the fruit of the vine from this point on until such time the kingdom of God has come."

	19And after taking the bread and giving thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, "This is my body, being given for you.  This you should do as a commemoration of me."�

	20And the cup after the meal� in the same way, saying: "This cup is the new covenant in my blood, being poured out for you.

	21"But lo, the hand of the one betraying me is with mine on the table.  22Therefore indeed the Son of Man is going out exactly as is planned.  Even so, woe to that man through whom he is betrayed!"

	23And they began to debate with each other which of them therefore might be the one about to do this.

	24Then there also arose another dispute among them, as to which of them was considered to be greater.

	25And he said to them, "The kings of the nations lord it over them, and those exercising authority over them are called 'benefactors.'  26But not so with you.  Rather, the greatest among you should be like the youngest,� and the leader as the one who serves.  27For who is greater: the one reclining, or the one serving?  Is it not the one reclining?  Among you though, I am as the one serving.

	28"But you are the ones who have stuck with me through my trials; 29and I am assigning to you a kingdom, just as my Father did to me, 30such that you will eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and sit upon thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.



Jesus Predicts the Disciples' Crisis of Faith



	31"Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has obtained permission to have you all, to sift you all like wheat.�  32But I have prayed for you, that your faith will not completely die.  And you, when you have come back around, strengthen your brothers."

	33But he said to him, "Lord, I am prepared to go with you both to prison and to death."

	34But Jesus said, "I tell you, Peter: the rooster will not crow this day, until you have denied three times that you know me."

	35And he said to them, "When I sent you without purse, knapsack and sandals, did you lack anything?"

	And they said, "Nothing."

	36Then he said, "But now, he who has a purse should bring it, or a knapsack likewise, and he who does not have a sword, should sell his cloak and buy one.  37For I tell you, this which is written has to be fulfilled in me:



'And he was considered one of the outlaws.'�



Yes indeed, that about me is reaching fulfillment."

	38So they said, "Lord, look.  There are two swords here."

	And he said to them, "That is enough."



Gethsemane



	39And after going out, he proceeded as was his custom to the Mount of Olives; and his disciples followed him also.  40And coming upon the place he said to them, "Pray not to come into temptation."  41And he withdrew from them, about a stone's throw away.  And having dropped his knees, he was praying, 42as follows: "Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me.  However, not my will, but yours be done."�

	45And after rising from prayer and returning to the disciples, he found them sleeping, out of sorrow.  46And he said to them, "Why are you sleeping?  Get up and pray, that you not go into temptation."



Jesus Arrested



	47While he was yet speaking, behold, a crowd, and the one called Judas, one of the Twelve, was leading them.  And he came up to Jesus, and kissed him.  48But Jesus said to him, "Judas, with a kiss you betray the Son of Man?"

	49And seeing what was going to be happening, those around him said, "Lord, shall we strike with swords?"  50And one of them struck the servant of the high priest, and cut off his right ear.

	51But in response Jesus said, "Let that be enough of that."  And he touched his ear and healed him.

	52Then, toward those coming against him, the chief priests, temple officers and elders, Jesus said, "As though after a bandit, you have come out with swords and clubs?  53Every day with me being next to you in the temple you didn't lay your hands on me.  But this is the hour for you, and the authority of darkness."



Peter's Denials



	54And after seizing him, they took him and led him into the house of the high priest; and Peter was following at a distance.  55And since people had lit a fire in the middle of the courtyard and were all sitting together, Peter was sitting among them.  56But a certain maidservant noticed him sitting toward the fire, and after studying him, she said, "This man also was with him."

	57But he denied it, saying, "I don't know him, woman."

	58And shortly thereafter, another person who saw him was saying, "You are also one of them."

	And Peter was saying, "Man, I am not."

	59And after about an hour had passed, someone else was affirming, saying, "Definitely, this man was also with him; he is also Galilean."

	60But Peter said, "Man, I do not know what you are talking about."  And immediately as he was still speaking, a rooster crowed.  61And the Lord turned and looked at Peter, and he remembered the statement of the Lord, how he had said to him, "Before the crowing of the rooster today, you will have denied me three times."  62And he went off outside, and bitterly wept.

HIDDEN TEXT: This was originally translated by David Robert Palmer

Before the Sanhedrin



	63And the men guarding Jesus were making fun of him as they beat him up.  64After blindfolding him, they were asking him, "Prophesy, who is it that hit you?"  65And they were saying many other insulting things against him.

	66And as the day broke, the elders of the people and the high priests and the Torah scholars were assembled, and they brought him over into their Sanhedrin, 67saying, "Tell us whether you are the Christ."

	And he said to them, "If I told you, you would certainly not believe, 68and if I asked questions, you would certainly not answer.  69Nevertheless, from now on, the Son of Man will be sitting at the right hand of the power of God."

	70So they all said, "You are the Son of God then?"

	And he was saying to them, "Yes, yes, you are right; I am."�

	71And they said, "What more need do we have for witnesses?  For we ourselves have heard from his own mouth."

HIDDEN TEXT: This was originally translated by David Robert Palmer

Chapter 23



Jesus Before Pilate and Herod



	1And the whole assembly of them got up, and they took him before Pilate.  2And they began to accuse him, as follows.  "We found this man misleading our nation and forbidding to give tribute to Caesar, and claiming to be a king himself, the Christ."

	3So Pilate examined him, saying, "Are you the king of the Jews?"

	And he in answer to him was saying, "Are you alleging so?"�

	4And Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, "I find no causa capitalis in this man."�

	5But they were getting more insistent, saying, "He incites the people, teaching throughout the entire land of the Jews, starting from Galilee and all the way to here."

	6And when Pilate heard this, he asked, "Is the man a Galilean?"  7And when he had confirmed that he is in fact from Herod's jurisdiction, he referred him to Herod, who was in Jerusalem too for those days.

	8Now Herod was very glad when he saw Jesus.  He had been wanting for quite some time to meet him, because of hearing about him, and he hoped to see something miraculous happening through him.  9So he was plying him with a considerable amount of questions; but Jesus never gave any response at all.  10And the chief priests and the Torah scholars were standing there throughout, vehemently accusing him.

	11Then Herod, together with his soldiers, after treating him with contempt and mocking him by draping a splendid robe around him, sent him back to Pilate.  12Which caused Herod and Pilate to become friends with each other that same day (for they had previously always been hostile toward each other).

	13And Pilate summoned the high priest, together with the rulers and the people, 14and he said to them, "You have brought this man up to me as someone inciting the people to treason, and here now is my finding after trying him in your presence.  I have found in this man no basis for the charges you are bringing against him.  15And neither has Herod, for he has sent him back to us.  So you see, nothing being done by him is worthy of death.  16Therefore, having scourged him, I will release him."

	18But they all together shouted back, saying, "Away with this man!  Release to us Barabbas!"  19(He was someone who had been thrown in prison because of a certain uprising and murder that took place in the city.)

	20But Pilate, wanting to release Jesus, called out to them again.  21But they cried out, saying, "Crucify him, crucify him!"

	22But a third time, he said to them, "Why?  What crime has this man committed?  Having scourged him therefore, I will release him."

	23But with loud shouts the crowd kept urgently demanding that he be crucified.  And their shouts prevailed, 24and Pilate decided to grant their request.  25And he released the man who had been thrown into prison for insurrection and murder, the one whom they had asked for, and Jesus he handed over to their will.



The Crucifixion



	26And as they led him away, they seized a certain Cyrenian who was returning from the country, and they placed the cross on him, to carry it behind Jesus.  27And a great multitude of the people were following him, and women who were mourning and lamenting him.

	28But Jesus turned to them, and he said, "Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves, and for your children.  29For behold, days are coming in which they will say, 'Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that never bore, and the breasts that never nursed.'  30At that time they will begin to say to the mountains, 'Fall on us,' and to the hills, 'Cover us.'�  31For if they do these things when the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?"�

	32Now two others, criminals, were also being taken with him to be executed.�  33And when they came to the place called The Skull, there they crucified him, along with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left.  34[[And Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing."]]�  And they cast lots, for dividing out his clothing.

	35And the people stood there, watching.  And the rulers were sneering at him, saying, "He saved others; he should save himself, if this is the one chosen the Christ of God."

	36And the soldiers, when they were approaching bringing him vinegar, also made fun of him.  37They also were saying, "If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself."

	38Now there was also a notice inscribed above him: "THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS."

	39And one of the criminals hung there was deriding him, saying, "If you really are the Christ, save yourself and us."

	40But in response the other one was rebuking him, saying, "Don't you fear God at all, considering that you yourself are in this same judgement?  41And we indeed justly; for we have gotten back what was fitting to how we have lived.  But this man, he has done nothing wrong."

	42And then he was saying, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom."

	43And he said to him, "I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in Paradise."

HIDDEN TEXT: This was originally translated by David Robert Palmer

Jesus' Death



	44And it was now about noon,� and darkness came across the whole land until 3:00 p.m., 45from an eclipse of the sun.�  Then, the curtain of the temple was torn in two.

	46And crying out with a loud voice, Jesus said, "Father, into your hands I commit my spirit."  And after he had said this, he expired.

	47Now the centurion when he saw what had happened, was giving glory to God, by saying, "This really must have been a righteous man."

	48And all the crowds who had gathered around for this spectacle, when they observed what took place, they were turning away, beating their breasts.  49But all those who knew him, including the women who had followed with him from Galilee, stood off at a distance throughout, watching these things.

HIDDEN TEXT: This was originally translated by David Robert Palmer

Jesus' Burial



	50And behold, there was a council member named Joseph, who was a good and righteous man 51(he was not going along with their decision and actions), from Arimathea, a city in Judea, who was looking forward to the kingdom of God.  52This man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus.  53And when he had taken it down he wrapped it in linen, and laid it in a hewn-out tomb, which no one was lying in yet.  54And it was the day of Preparation, and the Sabbath was coming on.

	55Now some women had followed close behind, which were the ones who had come with him from Galilee; they observed the tomb, and how his body was interred.  56Then when they returned home, they prepared spices and perfumes.  And for the Sabbath though, they did rest, in keeping with the commandment;



Chapter 24



The Resurrection



	1but at the crack of dawn on the first day of the week, they went to the tomb, carrying the spices they had prepared.  2But they found the stone had been rolled away from the tomb.



Jesus Appears to the Women



	3And when they went inside, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus.  4And it happened that as they stood hesitating about this, behold, two men appeared to them, in gleaming garments.

	5And when terror came over them, such that they had bowed their faces down to the ground, the men said to them, "Why are you looking for the living among the dead?  6He is not here, but is risen!  Recall how he spoke to you while still in Galilee, 7saying that the Son of Man must be transferred into the hands of sinful mortals, and be crucified, and on the third day rise again."

	8And they did recall his statements.  9And when they returned from the tomb, they related all these things to the Eleven and to all the rest.

	10Now it was the Magdalene Mary, and Joanna, and Mary the mother of James, and the others with them who were telling these things to the apostles; 11and these statements appeared to them as nonsense, and they did not believe them.

	12But Peter got up and ran to the tomb, and after stooping down, he sees only the linen bandages.  And he went away, wondering to himself what had happened.



On the Road to Emmaus



	13And behold, that same day, two of them were on their way to a village named Emmaus, which was seven miles� from Jerusalem.  14And these two were conversing with each other about the outcome of all these things.

	15And it came about, that they are in conversation, and Jesus himself has come up, walking along with them.  16Their eyes, however, were being restrained, so as not to recognize him.

	17And he said to them, "What is this discussion you are having with each other as you walk along?"  And they came to a stop, looking dismal.

	18And in response, the one named Cleopas said to him, "Are you just visiting Jerusalem, and unaware of the things happening in her during these days?"

	19And he said to them, "What things?"

	And they said to him, "The things concerning Jesus the Nazarene, who was a prophet powerful in deed and in word, in the eyes of both God and all the people; 20how the chief priests and our rulers handed him over for the sentence of death, and how they crucified him.  21And here we had been hoping he was the one who was going to redeem Israel.  And what is more, he is already spending his third day in the grave since when these things took place.

	22"And not only that, now some of our women have confounded us.  They were at the tomb early this morning, 23and not finding his body, they came back, claiming also to have seen a vision of angels, which were maintaining him to be alive.  24So some of our number went to the tomb, and found it just as the women had said; but him they did not see."

	25And he said to them, "O you thick headed, and slow of heart to believe on all the things the prophets have spoken!  26Were not these things required for the Christ to suffer in order to go on into his glory?"  27And beginning with Moses, and through all the prophets, he interpreted for them the things in all the writings that were about himself.

	28And they came near to the village to which they were going, and he pretended to go on farther.  29And they urged him insistently, saying, "Lodge with us, because it is near evening, and the daylight is almost gone."  And he went inside, to lodge with them.

	30And it came about that as he reclined with them, he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and was distributing it to them.  31Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him.  And he disappeared from them.

	32And they said to each other, "Weren't our hearts burning within us as he talked to us on the road, as he explained the scriptures to us?"  33And after rising up that very hour, they returned to Jerusalem, and found the Eleven and those with them all gathered together, 34who were saying that the Lord really was risen, and had appeared to Simon.  35And then the former were recounting the events on the road, and how he was made known to them in the breaking of the bread.



Jesus Appears to the Apostles



	36And while they were speaking these things, he stood in the midst of them, and he is saying to them, "Peace be with you."

	37But alarmed they were, and terrified, thinking they were seeing a ghost.  38And he said to them, "Why are you troubled?  And for what reason do doubts arise in your hearts?  39Behold my hands and my feet, that I am me.  Touch me, and know, because a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see me having."  40And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet.

	41But, since they were still not believing, out of joy and astonishment, he said to them, "What do you have to eat in this place?"  42So they handed him a piece of broiled fish.  43And he took it, and ate it in front of them.



The Ascension



	44And he said to them, "These are the words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, how all the things written about me in the law of Moses and the prophets and the psalms must be fulfilled."  45Then at that time he opened their minds to understand the scriptures.

	46And he said to them, "This is what is written: the Christ was to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day, 47and repentance for forgiveness of sins is to be preached in all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem.  48You are witnesses of these things.  49And I am sending my Father's promise down upon you.  So you are to stay put in the city until such time you are endued with power from on high."

	50And he led them outside, as far as Bethany.  And after lifting up his hands, he blessed them.  51And it came about that as he was blessing them, he parted from them, and was taken up into heaven.

	52And they, after worshiping him, returned back to Jerusalem with great rejoicing.  53And throughout those days they were continually at the temple, praising God.

�ENDNOTES



Endnote #1



Did Jesus send out seventy, or seventy-two?



Luke 10:1, 17; Diatessaron 18:10, 15



There are witnesses both ample and ancient to both readings, though somewhat favoring "seventy-two."  Both the Nestle-Aland 26th Edition and the UBS 4th Edition of the Greek text put the "two," in square brackets, and the UBS editorial committee gives it a [C] rating of certainty.  This means that they decided on "72," but had difficulty in deciding to do so, and therefore placed the "two" in brackets to indicate the great degree of doubt that it has a right to be there.



Since the manuscript consideration is almost a stand-off, interpreters then discuss what stronger or more likely numerological symbolism there is for one reading over the other.  Discussion invariably leads to Genesis chapter 11, where God broke up the single world language into many nations.  There, one can count seventy nations in the Hebrew text.  Yet, in the Septuagint, the Greek translation of the Hebrew scriptures made by Jewish translators in Egypt before the time of Christ, one can count seventy-two nations.  If it were only Alexandrian witnesses which read "72" in Luke 10:1, an argument might be made that they were overly influenced by the Septuagint, which was also produced in Alexandria.  But this is not the case, since the chief representatives of both the Alexandrian, as well as the Western groups of Greek manuscripts, read "72," along with most of the Old Latin and the Sinaitic Syriac.  And on the other hand, Codex Sinaiticus, one of the primary Alexandrian manuscripts, reads "70."



The implication some interpreters see, is that by appointing 70, Jesus drew on the Jewish tradition of there being 70 nations in the world, to show that his message was intended for everyone in the whole world.  And that that was intended to be in contrast to when he sent the Twelve out earlier, and forbade them to go into any Samaritan village.  And here there is no such prohibition.  Paul says, "the gospel is to the Jew first, and also to the Gentile."  (Romans 1:16)  The Lord himself said in John 10:16, "Other sheep I also have, which are not of this fold; those also I am to bring, and my voice they will hear, and the result will be one flock, one shepherd."



Regarding the above-mentioned decision by the Editorial Committee of the United Bible Societies' Greek New Testament to include the "-two" in square brackets, one of the members of the committee disagreed with that decision, for he regarded "72" as undoubtedly the original reading.  That member was the late Kurt Aland.  His written dissent, as published in the book, A Textual Commentary on the Greek New Testament, Metzger, Bruce M., on behalf of and in cooperation with the Editorial Committee of the United Bible Societies' Greek New Testament: Kurt Aland, Matthew Black, Carlo M. Martini, Bruce M. Metzger, and Allen Wikgren (Stuttgart, United Bible Societies, Corrected Edition, 1975), is worthy of being printed below, as follows.



	The concept of "70" is an established entity in the Septuagint and in Christian tradition.  The number of examples of "70" in the Old Testament is overwhelming: there are always 70 souls in the house of Jacob, 70 elders, sons, priests, and 70 years that are mentioned in chronological references to important events.  The number 72 appears only once, where, amid many other numbers, 72 cattle are set aside for a sacrificial offering (Num 31:38).  If 72 occurs in the Letter of Aristeas (as the number of translators of the Septuagint) as well as in III Enoch, these sporadic instances are not to be compared in significance with the tradition involving 70.

	Consequently it is astonishing that the reading "seventy-two" appears at all in [Luke] 10:1 and 17, and that it has such strong support.  A reading that in the Gospels has in its support Papyrus 75 B D, the Old Syriac, the Old Latin, etc., etc., is ordinarily regarded at once as the original reading.  If in addition the opposing reading lies under the suspicion of ecclesiastical "normalizing," the testimony becomes irrefutable.  The opposing witnesses represent entirely an ecclesiastical normalizing.  That they are in the majority is altogether understandable; if they are ancient, this only proves how early the normalizing process began to operate.  For these reasons "seventy-two" should be printed without square brackets.  K.A.



In other words, why would some copyists change the number away from the symbolically significant "seventy" to a symbolically insignificant "seventy-two"?  It is more likely that the copyists who did the changing of the originals were the ones who changed it to "seventy" in order to make it line up with the strong tradition of 70 in the Bible and Jewish tradition.  (This latter is part of what Kurt Aland calls "normalizing."  There are many instances in the Greek New Testament where the original reading is very obscure, or is poor grammar, or is a very unpopular teaching.  Later copyists tended to smooth over these passages, or "normalize" them.)



There may be no symbolism at all involved in the number "seventy-two."  Unless there is significance that it is divisible by twelve.  Six times.



Well then, since the messengers were sent out two by two, let's examine how each number is divisible by two.  If Jesus sent out seventy, that means there were 35 pairs of them.  If Jesus sent out seventy-two, that means there were 36 pairs of them.



There may be no symbolism at all in what number of emissaries Jesus sent out.  Yes, it is possible that he did intend some symbolism.  But we should beware lest we change original holy writ just because we want a symbolism in it.  It is possible Jesus did not intend any symbolism.



Here is a breakdown of some English translations I have checked.  Those reading "70" are: KJV, NKJV, ASV, RSV, NRSV, NASB, CBW, Darby, Weymouth, Recovery, The Message, JNT.  Those reading "72" are: JB, NIV, REB, NLT, NCV, CEV; and the NAB reads "seventy[-two], and says "seventy-two" in the section heading.





Endnote #2



Luke 22:43-44



	43And an angel from heaven appeared to him, strengthening him.  44And being in agony, he was praying more earnestly; and his sweat became like drops of blood falling down onto the ground.



Here is what the Editorial Committee of the United Bible Societies' Greek New Testament says about the passage in "A Textual Commentary on the Greek New Testament, corrected edition, 1975:



"The absence of these verses in such ancient and widely diversified witnesses as Papyrus(69vid), 75 ¿ A B T W syrs copsa, bo  armmss geo Marcion Clement Origen al, as well as their being marked with asterisks or obeli (signifying spuriousness) in other witnesses (Dc Pc 892c mg 1079 1195 1216 copbomss) and their transferral to Matthew's gospel (after 26:39) by family 13 and several lectionaries (the latter also transfer ver. 45a), strongly suggests that they are no part of the original text of Luke.  Their presence in many manuscripts, some ancient, as well as their citation by Justin, Irenaeus, Hippolytus, Eusebius and many other Fathers, is proof of the antiquity of the account.  On grounds of transcriptional probability it is less likely that the verses were deleted in several different areas of the church by those who felt that the account of Jesus overwhelmed with human weakness was incompatible with his sharing the divine omnipotence of the Father, than that they were added from an early source, oral or written, of extra-canonical traditions concerning the life and passion of Jesus.  Nevertheless, while acknowledging that the passage is a later addition to the text, in view of its evident antiquity and its importance in the textual tradition, a majority of the Committee decided to retain the words in the text but to enclose them within double square brackets.





Endnote #3



Is the saying, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing," original scripture?



Luke 23:34



The saying attributed to Jesus while on the cross, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing" is not found in most of the earliest Greek manuscripts.  Neither is it found in the earliest translations of Luke's gospel into other languages.



The following is what the Editorial Committee of the United Bible Societies' Greek New Testament says about the passage in "A Textual Commentary on the Greek New Testament, corrected edition, 1975:



"The absence of these words from such early and diverse witnesses as Papyrus75 B D* W q ita,d syrs copsa,bomss is most impressive and can scarcely be explained as a deliberate excision by copyists who, considering the fall of Jerusalem to be proof that God had not forgiven the Jews, could not allow it to appear that the prayer of Jesus had remained unanswered.  At the same time, the logion, though probably not a part of the original Gospel of Luke, bears self-evident tokens of its dominical origin, and was retained, within double square brackets, in its traditional place where it had been incorporated by unknown copyists relatively early in the transmission of the Third Gospel."





When I pondered what reasons could have possibly prompted copyists to add this passage to the gospel, it occurred to me that elements in the early church might not have wanted the Lord himself to be outshined by Stephen.  For Stephen in Acts 7:60 said something similar.  Yet Jesus himself predicted in John 14:12, "The person who believes in me, truly, truly I say to you, the works that I do, that one also shall do, and even greater than these shall do, because I am going to the Father."  (DRP)





Endnote #4



The Linear Aspect in the Gospel of Luke





The primary semantic content of a New Testament Greek verb, other than its lexical definition, was its "aspect" or "kind of action."  Of these, there were three primary categories: the punctiliar aspect, the linear aspect, and the combined aspect.  See Sections 318 through 356, in the book entitled, "A Greek Grammar of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature," by Blass and DeBrunner, and translated and edited by Funk, the University of Chicago Press, Chicago and London (1961).



Luke used the linear aspect much more discriminatingly than did Mark for example.  Because of this, we should pay that much more attention to the linear aspect in Luke, and in fact, this makes all the difference for a proper understanding of several passages, some of which are shown and discussed below.



Luke 1:34

	34And Mary said to the angel, "How will this happen, since I am not knowing a man?"  (DRP)



Mary asks how she could have a baby nine months from then, since she was not having sex with a man at the time, nor in the near future.



Luke 5:33

	33They then said to him, "The disciples of John are often fasting and making prayers, and likewise those of the Pharisees, but yours go on eating and drinking."  (DRP)



Luke 6:46  

	46"And why do you keep calling me 'Lord, Lord,' and yet not do the things which I say?  (DRP)



Luke 11:9-10  

	9So I say to you: ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 10For everyone who keeps asking, receives; and the person who keeps seeking, finds; and to the one who keeps on knocking, it will be opened.  (DRP)



The moral of that story is the virtue of brash persistence.



Luke 16:21

	21and he kept longing in vain to eat the scraps dropping from the table of that rich man.  In contrast, even the dogs would come and lick his sores.  (DRP)



In this passage, the contrast Jesus is making between the rich man and the dogs, would be lost, unless our translations show the linear aspect.  The point is that the beggar kept on longing to eat what was falling from the rich man's table, but never did.  His longing never ceased, or ended.  In contrast, the dogs would at least come and lick his sores.



Luke 18:3

	3But there was a widow in that city, and she kept on coming to him, saying, 'Give me justice from my adversary.'  (DRP)



The linear aspect, the continuousness of the widow's coming, is the whole moral of the story.  There are not Greek words in the Greek text specifically meaning "kept on" coming.  That "kept on" aspect is indicated by the markers affixed to the verb stem, that is, the inflection.



Luke 18:7

	7So God, would he not bring about the avenging of his elect, who keep crying out to him day and night?  And is he slow to respond to them?  (DRP)



Again, as in the previous example, the moral of the parable of the persistent widow, is to come "continually" and "persistently" and "habitually" with the same request, until you get it.



Luke 22:2

 kai ezhtoun hoi arciereiV kai hoi grammateiV to pwV anelwsin auton, efobounto gar ton laon.

	2and the chief priests and the Torah scholars were still yet looking for a way to put him to death, because they were still yet fearing the people.  (DRP)



This is the passage most dependent on the linear aspect.  The passage does not make much sense without it.  First, observe how various translations have rendered it.  I have put them in groups according to how they rendered the Greek causal coordinating conjunction, gar - gar.



(Any copyrighted translations are quoted with their permission, as stated in their respective published policies for non-commercial use.)HIDDEN TEXT: These endnotes originally written by David Robert Palmer



KJV		And the chief priests and scribes sought how they might kill him; for they feared the people.

ASV		And the chief priests and the scribes sought how they might put him to death; for they feared the people.

Darby		and the chief priests and the scribes sought how they might kill him; for they feared the people.

YLT		and the chief priests and the scribes were seeking how they may take him up, for they were afraid of the 					people.

WEB		The chief priests and the scribes sought how they might put him to death, for they feared the people.

CBW		So the high priests and the scribes continued to seek how they might put Him to death, for they were 					afraid of the people.

NASB		and the chief priests and the teachers of the law were looking for some way to get rid of Jesus, for they 					were afraid of the people.

JB		and the chief priests and the scribes were looking for some way of doing away with him, because they 					mistrusted the people.

RSV		And the chief priests and the scribes were seeking how to put him to death; for they feared the people.

NKJV		And the chief priests and the scribes sought how they might kill Him, for they feared the people.

NIV		and the chief priests and the teachers of the law were looking for some way to get rid of Jesus, for they 					were afraid of the people.

Recov		And the chief priests and the scribes were seeking a way to do away with Him, for they feared the people.

NAB		and the chief priests and the scribes were seeking a way to put him to death, for they were afraid of the 					people.

REB		and the chief priests and the scribes were trying to devise some means of doing away with him; for they 					were afraid of the people.

NRSV		The chief priests and the scribes were looking for a way to put Jesus to death, for they were afraid of the 					people.

JNT		and the head cohanim and the Torah-teachers began trying to find some way to get rid of Yeshua, 				because they were afraid of the people.

NCV		The leading priests and teachers of the law were trying to find a way to kill Jesus, because they were 					afraid of the people.

CEV		The chief priests and the teachers of the law of Moses were looking for a way to get rid of Jesus, because 				they were afraid of what the people might do.

ISV		So the high priests and the scribes were looking for a way to put him to death, for they were afraid of the 					crowd.

NET		The chief priests and the experts in the law were trying to find some way to put Jesus to death; for they 					were afraid of the people.





Tyndl		and the high Priests and Scribes sought how to kill him, but they feared the people.

Wey		and the High Priests and the Scribes were contriving how to destroy Him.  But they feared the people.

Mess		The high priests and religion scholars were looking for a way to do away with Jesus but, fearful of the 					people, they were also looking for a way to cover their tracks.

NLT		The leading priests and teachers of religious law were actively plotting Jesus' murder.  But they wanted 					to kill him without starting a riot, a possibility they greatly feared.

GW		The chief priests and the scribes were looking for some way to kill Jesus.  However, they were afraid of 					the people.





I have found no grammatical or lexical authority for a purely adversative meaning.  The closest thing to an adversative use is one passage in Matthew where gar - gar is used in combination with other conjunctions; but here in this Luke passage it is used by itself.  The Matthew passage:



Matt 15:27

  Nai, kurie, kai gar ta kunaria esqiei apo twn yiciwn twn piptontwn apo taV trapezhV twn kuriwn autwn

	27"Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat of the crumbs falling from their master's table."  (DRP)



But you see, here, the adversative meaning is contained in the conjunction kai, not in gar - gar.



Perhaps The Message and the New Living Translation see an ellipsis implied in the Luke passage.  Perhaps that is why they supply so many English words that are not indicated in the Greek.  I don't see an ellipsis.



I note that none of the above translations conveys the imperfect aspect of the Greek verb for "fearing," that is, the leaders were still fearing the people; their fear was "imperfect," that is, ongoing.



�  1:2  Or, "as delivered to us by those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and servants of the word."

�  1:5  The priests were divided up into divisions that took turns in rotation, doing the priestly duties.

�  1:9  It is said that a priest received only once in his lifetime, if at all, the privilege to enter inside the shrine to burn incense.  The Levites were divided into 48 semi-annual rotations.  So a particular priest's rotation was on duty only about twice a year.  Then as to the individual who would go inside to burn incense, it was the custom of the priesthood to decide whose turn it was by casting lots.  Zechariah's lot fell.

� 1:18  Zechariah may have felt his question justified in that Abraham asked the same thingñ for a sign.  See Genesis 15:8.  But this reflects a lack of belief in God's statements. HIDDEN TEXT: THESE FOOTNOTES ORIGINALLY WRITTEN BY: David Robert Palmer. Jesus said later, "A wicked generation of adulteresses asks for a miraculous sign, but none will be given it except the sign of Jonah."  (Diatess. 11:17-18; Mt 12:38-39; Lk 11:16, 20) The apostle Paul said, "For Jews require a sign, and Greeks seek after wisdom..."  (I Cor. 1:22)

�  1:35  The one to be born would already have been called holy, in that it would be a firstborn male; see Exodus 13:2, 14-16.

�  1:37  Or, possibly a Semitism as follows: "therefore with God, nothing will be impossible."

�  1:44  Leapt in "agalliasis."  This word is found only in Biblical and ecclesiastical literature.  It refers primarily to messianic exultation.  Some of the other occurrences are: later in this chapter, v. 46, where Mary rejoiced in "God my Savior," i.e., God + a form of the word Yeshua; in Psalm 44:8, exulting in God; Hebrews 1:9, the Messiah is anointed with the oil of gladness more than his peers; Acts 2:46, the church fellowshiped in Messianic exultation; and Jude 24, it is an exceeding joy found in the presence of God himself.

�  1:46  Mary probably had in mind Psalm 34:3, "O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name together," and "My soul shall make its boast in the Lord," Psalm 34:2.  And so she says, "My soul does magnify the Lord."  It is reminiscent also of the "Bless the Lord, O my soul...bless his holy name" of Psalm 103:1; and also of 104:1, 35, and 146:1, where in the Septuagint the Greek sentence is startlingly identical to Mary's, only that the imperative mood of the verb 'magnify' is changed to the indicative. HIDDEN TEXT: THESE FOOTNOTES ORIGINALLY WRITTEN BY: David Robert Palmer. Note: It was Semitic to use the nominative case for vocative, so Mary could still have been addressing her soul, as in the Psalms, i.e., "Magnify the Lord, O my soul."  The songs of Mary and Zechariah are the most Semitic parts of Luke.

� 1:50  Mary through the anointing of the Holy Spirit looks both backward and forward: backward to the "from everlasting to everlasting, to generation of generations" of Psalm 103:17, and forward, as in Psalm 146:10, "into age after age," in harmony with Paul in Ephesians 2:7, that God sent Yeshua "so that in the ages to come he might show the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus." HIDDEN TEXT: THESE FOOTNOTES ORIGINALLY WRITTEN BY: David Robert Palmer. In Psalm 89:1, the "From everlasting until everlasting" covers both past, present and future.  But the "time" tense here is still relative to and set by verse 48 as the future, where she speaks of "all the ages from now on."  Her phrase in the Greek, "into age after age," is almost identical to the Greek phrase of Psalm 146:10.  This same phrase is also used in Lamentations 5:19, and Psalm 49:11 (and many others) as a parallelism to "for ever."  Psalm 146 is clearly a Psalm she loved.  Psalm 45:17 says, "I will cause your name to be celebrated in all generations; therefore the peoples will praise you for ever and ever."  This shows that "all generations" is a parallelism to "for ever and ever."  See the preceding footnote about the verb "is" being omitted when expressing possibility.  "And holy may be his name, and his mercy to those who fear him."

�  1:69  Horn in the Old Testament symbolizes strength.

�  2:1  The whole inhabited earth...  This is hype, commonly used in order to magnify the emperors.  The meaning is the whole empire.  The registration here is the recording of the names for the purpose of adding everyone to the tax rolls.  The phrase could also be translated that a census should be taken of all the inhabited earth.  The tax is a poll tax, or head tax, or a capitation, as forbidden in the constitution for the U.S.A.  This was a form of tribute forced upon the conquered by the conqueror.

�  2:7  Or swathed, or podded.  In this practice, the baby was bound up tight with bands of cloth =band-ages, for reasons which may be reasonably guessed.  The cloth would absorb any blood, amniotic fluid and wax still present after cleaning; this would have both practical and ceremonial cleanness ramifications, since the mother's blood was ceremonially unclean.  The dead were wrapped somewhat similarly. HIDDEN TEXT: THESE FOOTNOTES ORIGINALLY WRITTEN BY: David Robert Palmer. Furthermore, the infant wrapped in such a way would be prevented from rolling.  This last reason could have been especially applicable in Jesus' case, since he was placed in a stone feeding trough.  The stone surface was not necessarily level or even.  In addition, swaddling could have prevented the infant from rolling or flopping its limbs during travel on an animal.  Native Americans swaddled a papoose to a sled of sorts to facilitate traveling.  Traveling or not, a woman of that circumstance had a heavy burden of chores, and the swaddling could have kept the infant out of trouble while mother's eye was not upon it.  Many Mediterranean lands practiced swaddling well over a thousand years later.  See also Job 38:8,9; Ezekiel 16:4.

�  2:14  Later Greek manuscripts say, "and on earth peace, good will toward men."  But the earlier reading is a Semitizing construction characteristic of Luke chapters 1 and 2.  This Semitic expression is found in Hebrew in the Dead Sea Scrolls in several Qumran Hymns: "the sons of his (God's) good pleasure," 1 QH iv.32 f.; xi.9; and "the elect of his (God's) good pleasure," viii.6; and also in Aramaic, in a fragment from Qumran, "among men of his good pleasure," see J. A. Fitzmeyer, S.J. (Theological studies, XIX [1958], pp. 225-227.  The Sahadic translation of this phrase of the angels' song reads, "And peace upon earth among men of his desire."  Similarly, later in this gospel, a voice from heaven says about Jesus, "You are my beloved son; in you I had good pleasure."

�  2:22  Leviticus 12:1-8

�  2:23a  Or, "every male to inaugurate a womb," or "every offspring first to open a womb, if it is male."

�  2:23b  Exodus 13:2,12-16

�  2:24  Leviticus 12:8

�  2:32  In a physical sense, as is intended here, a Gentile is any person or nation that is not Israelite; that is, not a blood descendant of Jacob.  (God had changed Jacob's name to Israel.).

�  2:49  Jesus is not remarking against the fact that his parents came to find him, but that it took them a 3-day search to find him. HIDDEN TEXT: THESE FOOTNOTES ORIGINALLY WRITTEN BY: David Robert Palmer. But Jesus is saying that no searching around was necessary because they should have figured he would be in the temple, and look there first.  For the temple is "his Father's things."

�  2:51  Compare Genesis 37:11.

�  3:1  From the Greek tetra, four, and arche, to rule.  As a monarch is a one and only ruler of a realm, in the same way a tetrarch is a ruler of one fourth of a realm.  (Which implies that there must exist three other one-fourth divisions of the realm.)

�  3:2  The Greek says Hannas, which is short for the Greek, Hananos, which in turn is the Greek form of the Hebrew name Hananiah.

�  3:6  Isaiah 40:3-5a

�  3:23  Probably, son-in-law of Eili.  (Most translations spell it Heli without sufficient reason, in my humble opinion.  Neither the Hebrew of this name, nor the Greek transliteration of it as found in the Greek text, contains an "h" sound.  The Hebrew name begins with the letters Ayin then Tsere.  The closest we can come to it in English, is pronounced "Aylee.")  In that culture, the word "son" was used more broadly.  Ben Crick of England has a good commentary on this, as follows: "The genealogies in Matthew 1 and Luke 3 are both ostensibly of Joseph, not of Mary.  But whereas Matt. 1:16 gives Jacob as the father of Joseph, Luke 3:23 states that Joseph was the son of Heli.  How do we explain this?  We know that Mary had a sister (John 19:25), but nowhere is a brother mentioned.  So if Heli had no son, his inheritance would pass to his nearest male relative, in this case his son-in-law (Numbers 27:1-11), provided he was of the same tribe (Numbers 36:1-9).  Therefore we should read in Luke 3:23 that Joseph was son-in-law of Heli.  So Heli was Mary's father, and Mary was descended from David.  Gabriel's words to Mary, "the Lord God shall give unto Him the throne of His father David," (Luke 1:32) confirm this.

�  4:4  Deuteronomy 8:3  Some later manuscripts add, "...but on every word of God," and still others add, "...but on every word proceeding through the mouth of God."  The Editorial Committee for the United Bible Societies' Greek text says, "The shortest reading, which has good and early support, must be original; the longer forms of text have been assimilated by copyists to the Matthean parallel (Mt 4:4) or to the Septuagint of Dt 8:3, either verbatim or according to the general sense.  If any of the longer forms of text had been original, its omission from ¿ B L W 1241 syrs copsa, bo would be unaccountable."

�  4:8  Deuteronomy 6:13

�  4:10-11  Psalm 91:11,12

�  4:12  Deuteronomy 6:16

�  4:19  Isaiah 61:1,2  When Jesus read this passage, he did not read to the end of the sentence.  The next phrase was about the Lord's vengeance.

�  4:44  There are five different readings here in the Greek manuscripts.  Where the earliest say he was preaching in the synagogues "of Judea," some manuscripts say, "of the Jews," others say, "to the Jews," and others say, "of Galilee," and others say "their synagogues."  It is apparent that the copyists responsible for the reading "of Galilee" were trying to correct the seeming difficulty of the words "of Judea," when the context before and after indicates that Jesus was traveling in Galilee; and other copyists were motivated by the desire to harmonize Luke with the accounts of Matthew and Mark.  The reading "of Judea," however, can be translated as "the land of the Jews," or something to that effect, which in meaning would be inclusing of Galilee.

�  5:12  The Greek word was used for various diseases of the skinó not necessarily leprosy.

�  5:27  The Greek word here translated "revenue agent" is telwnhV, a combination of the words teloV for excise off the end tally, and the word wneomai which means to "buy."  Hence, tax-buyers, or tax owners.  The accounts receivable which the due taxes represented were purchased by something like collection agencies.  According to Bauer, the telwnai were not the holders of the 'tax farming' contracts themselves, (the actual holders were called publicani), but were subordinates (Latin, portitores) hired by the publicani.  The higher officials, the publicans, were usually foreigners, but their underlings were taken, as a rule, from the native population, from the subjugated people.  The prevailing system of tax collection afforded the collector many opportunities to exercise his greed and unfairness.  Moreover, since the tax was forced upon the conquered by the conqueror, the collectors of the tax were personal reminders to the populace that they, the payers of the tax, were conquered.  Hence the collectors of the tax were particularly hated and despised as a class.  They were pre-judged to be both embezzlers, and traitors or collaborators with the occupying foreign power.

�  6:1  This was the allowable practice of "plucking the heads," see Deuteronomy 23:24, 25, "If you enter your neighbor's vineyard, you may eat grapes until you are fully satisfied, but do not put any in a container.  If you enter your neighbor's grainfield, you may pluck the heads with your hands, but you must not put a sickle to your neighbor's standing grain."

�  6:2  The Greek word translated "permissible" is the impersonal participle exestin, which is derived from the same root as exousia, the word for authority.  If an activity was exestin, that means it was "loosed," or ruled by the rabbis to be something "allowed" by the Torah.  If something was not exestin, as is the case here, that means it was "bound," that is, the rabbis had adjudged that it was forbidden by the Torah.

�  6:11  Greek, anoia, a word much like our English word 'mad,' which can mean both anger and insanity.  You could say Jesus' opponents went out of their minds with rage.  Anger often overcomes better judgment.  Thus anoia is often translated as 'folly.'

�  6:16a  Or brother

�  6:16b  This man's name is usually written Judas Iscariot.  "Iscariot" is probably from the Hebrew words ish Qerioth, which mean man from Kerioth.  Kerioth was a town in southern Judea, which would make this Judas the only one in the circle of thirteen (Jesus and the twelve disciples) that was not from Galilee.

�  6:36  Exodus 34:6-7; Psalm 103:8-14; Joel 2:13; Jonah 4:10-11

�  6:38  In other words, settled.  Along with being pressed down and compacted, the container would be holding the most it possibly could.

�  7:2  A Roman military officer commanding from 50 to 100 men, 100 if the cohort was a complete one.  A full cohortó 1,000 men, would have ten centurions, each commanding 100 of the men.

�  7:23  Why did Jesus tell John this?  Would John be offended by all the good works here recently listed?  Not likely.  It is more likely that what John would be offended by was Jesus' non-abstentious lifestyle, or even what in John the ascetic's view might be "shady" practices.  John had already testified earlier, emphatically and with certainty, that Jesus was the Expected One.  But now it appears, John was having his doubts about him.  Jesus was apparently a contrast to John in the following: He did not worry too much about ceremonial washing (Diatess 5:45, 14:1-10; 5:25; Matt. 15:1-20; Mark 7:1-23; John 3:25,26, John 2:6).  He de-emphasized the concept of clean v. unclean foods (Diatess 14:9; Matt. 15:11,17; Mark 7:15-19).  He did not fast, or at least did not teach his disciples to fast (Diatess. 7:24; Matt. 9:14; Mark 2:18; Luke 5:33).  He drank alcohol, enabling Pharisees to dare call him a "drunkard," (Luke 7:33, 34; Matt. 11:18-19; Diatess. 10:30).  He associated with "shady" characters (Diatess 7:22, 10:30, 10:35-36, 21:1, 24:19; Matt. 9:11; Mark 2:16; Luke 5:30; Matt. 11:19; Luke 7:34, 7:39, 15:1-2, 19:7).  He did not pay the two-drachma tax, except for only the 2 people who were discovered, out of the total of 13 in his party (Diatess. 17:22-26; Matt. 17:24-27).  It remains today, that some who consider themselves righteous are offended by these truths about Jesus' lifestyle.  But "Blessed be whoever is not offended on account of me."  "For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit."  Romans 14:17

�  7:27  This quote appears to be a blend of Exodus 23:20 and Malachi 3:1.

�  7:36  In that time and culture, those eating a meal lay on a futon of sorts, on their sides and resting on an elbow, with their feet off the floor.  That is how the woman could both stand behind him at his feet, and wipe his feet with her hair.

�  7:41  A denarius was a coin worth about a day's wages.

�  7:47  Verse 47 is difficult in terms of Greek exegesis, and can't help but be influenced by one's existing beliefs regarding sin and salvation.  Are the woman's many sins forgiven because she loved much?  Or does she love much because her many sins are forgiven?  Consult the many English translations, and you will be surprised to see which falls on which side of this problem.  Nevertheless, a few things are clear: Jesus means to point out that the woman loved more because she was forgiven more.  And also clear is where Jesus declared in verse 50 that it was her faith that had saved her.  And it was not faith without repentance.  For her weeping and humility could indicate repentance, and since Jesus knew the hearts of all humans (John 2:24-25; Diatess. 5:36), he apparently knew that in her was true repentance.

�  8:2  A Magdalene is someone who is from the town of Magdala, just as a Seattleite is someone who is from the city of Seattle.

�  8:10  Isaiah 6:9

�  8:26  Some manuscripts say Gerasenes, some Gadarenes, some Gergesenes.  Topographically (the right cliffs, and the prepositional phrase of Lk 8:26, "down to the territory of..."), and culturally (the raising of pigs), Gadarenes is the most likely, which is the reading of Matthew 8:28.  For Luke 8:26, both the UBS4 and NA26 read Gerasenes, and the UBS4 gives that a {C} rating of certainty.

�  8:30  Among the Romans a legion was a select body of soldiersó a complete army of cavalry and infantry, numbering from 4,200 to 6,000 men, usually with approximately an equal number of auxiliary troops, thus totaling about 10,000.  The legion was divided into ten cohorts of 1,000 each.  In this case, a more general meaning of the word legion probably applies: a very large number.

�  8:44  See Numbers 15:38, Deut. 22:12

�  8:47  The reason for her fear was probably because she knew she had violated the Rabbi's cleanness.  As a woman with a flow of blood, she was perpetually unclean ceremonially (Leviticus 15:25-31), and the others in the crowd, were they to touch her, would be unclean as well.

�  9:20  That is, the Anointed One of God, or God's anointed; the one God chose and enabled to be the Messiah, prophet, priest and king of Israel.

�  9:31  A euphemism for death, like our phrase, "passing on."

�  9:44  Turned over to, delivered into the custody or jurisdiction of.

�  9:54  Later manuscripts add the words, "   even as Elijah did?"  Their absence, however, from such early Alexandrian, Antiochan, and Western witnesses such as p45, 75 ¿ B L X 1241 it1 syrs copsa, bo, show that they are derived from some extraneous source, written or oral.  This conclusion is given a {B} rating of certainty by the UBS editorial committee in the 4th edition, which means it is almost certain.

�  9:55  Later manuscripts add, to the end of v. 55 and beginning of v. 56: "...and said, 'You do not know what spirit you are of.  56For the Son of Man came, not to destroy human souls, but to save.' "  The absence of these phrases, however, from such early Alexandrian, Antiochan, and Western witnesses such as p45, 75 ¿ B L X 1241 it1 syrs copsa, bo, show that they are derived from some extraneous source, written or oral.  This conclusion is given an {A} rating of certainty by the UBS editorial committee in the 4th edition, which means it is certain.

�  9:60  Or, "after you have gone away."  It could mean, either after the man leaves Jesus, or after the man leaves (comes away from) the dead.  In Greek, the word for "come" was the same as the word for "go."

�  10:1  Many Greek texts say "seventy."  See the Endnote #1 at the end of this document, which discusses this question.

�  10:26  That is, "how do you interpret it," or "how do you understand it?"  Perhaps an idiomatic rendering would be, "What is your reading of it?"

�  10:35  One denarius was worth a day's wage.

�  11:10  The "continuous" aspect of the Greek verbs here is a part of their meaning that is essential to this passage.

�  11:15  Some Greek manuscripts, Beelzeboul, others, Beelzebub, Beelzebul, and even Beeldebaba.  The Hebrew is Ba'al-zibbul.  "Ba'al" means Lord or Prince.  Ba'al was a Canaanite god, the son of Dagon, the god of grain.  Baal was the bull prince, the bull being a symbol of fertility.  Ba'alzebub, as in the Hebrew text of II Kings 1:2, is a derisive alteration of Ba'alzibbul meaning "Prince of flies."  In this way the followers of Yahweh made fun of Ba'al.  Later the name Baalzebub became associated with the Aramaic Beeldebaba, "enemy."  Thus  the conflation of Ba'alzebub and Beeldebaba, "Beelzebub," came to be a name for Satan.  To avoid confusion in all the names, this author thought it best to revert to the original form of the name.

�  11:28  Or possibly, "Well yes, but blessed more are those who..."

�  11:29  Matthew 12:40 (DRP) says, "For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the huge sea creature, so the Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth."  And further, according to II Kings 14:25, the prophet Jonah was from Gath Hepher, in Galilee, in the territory of the tribe of Zebulun (Joshua 19:13), only one hill over from Nazareth, if not the same hill.  This is yet another way in which Jonah was a sign of Christ.

� 11:34  Literally, "if your eye is evil."  See the endnote at the end of my translation of the gospel of Mark, for a full discussion of this concept.  To download that, enter the following in your web browser:

 www.paulhommes.com/dave/translation/mark_ns.zip 

or, for Mac, 

 www.paulhommes.com/dave/translation/mark_ns.sit 

�  11:38  The Greek word "baptizw" was used for the ceremonial dunking of not only human beings' bodies (vessels), but for the ceremonial dunking of dishes and hands as well.  But because the word has been transliterated into English only in the case of dunking the human body, English speakers have not acquired a full understanding of what it means.  This translator therefore thought it best to transliterate the word in every instance.

� 11:39  Acquisitiveness means continuously acquiring things, always wanting more things.  This is wickedness, both because it makes an idol of possessions over and above God, and also because there are so many people who have little.  It has already been established in the gospel of Luke, 3:11, that one fruit characteristic of repentance, was to give away extra things you had, to the poor.

�  11:41a  Somewhat a play on words.  Their inside is "loaded up" with wickedness, and Jesus segues from that to the idea of the inside of their warehouse, or perhaps their platter, being loaded up with goods, which is evil in itself; but if they give what is lying inside to the poor, the inside of their vessel will be clean.  Another play on words is that in New Testament Greek, "vessel" sometimes means your body, which is your container or dish, so to speak.

�  11:41b  A variable here is the dative case of the words meaning "for you" in the phrase "all things are now clean to you."  Some translations say "for you," others "to you," and others leave it untranslated altogether.  The rendering "clean for you" is easy enough to understand.  Clean "to you" could be an "ethical dative," meaning "clean in your sight."  For the N.T. teaches that some things are clean to some people, but unclean to others, depending on their conscience.  Perhaps here, the giving to charity changes the evil conscience of the rich.  When a rich person is rich selfishly, he has an evil conscience, and his wealth can be unclean in his own eyes, whereas if he is generous, he no longer feels guilty?  Something to think about.  Paul said in Romans 14:14, "to him that thinks any thing to be unclean, to him it is unclean."

�  11:42  Another garden herb, ruta graveolens.  Deuteronomy 14:22 commands the Israelites to give God a tithe from all their crops.  But according to the Mishna (Shebi'ith IX 1; cf. Billerb. II 189) it was not necessary to tithe the rue.  Hence Jesus words, "even" the rue.HIDDEN TEXT: THESE FOOTNOTES ORIGINALLY WRITTEN BY: David Robert Palmer.

�  11:44  Jesus is bringing up an analogy much more grave than is apparent, unless one is familiar with Numbers 19:16-22.  At stake is whether someone remained an Israelite, or was cut off from Israel.  If an Israelite touched a grave, he was unlcean for seven days.  If after he touched a grave, he did not do the prescribed cleansing process, he was to be cut off from Israel.

�  11:48  A gnomic, that is, timeless, aorist.

�  11:52  The Greek verb I translated "barred" is kwluw, which is related to the word for "limb" of the body, kwlon.  Thus we get a picture of someone blocking the way by putting their arm across the way, like a bar.  So even after someone figured out how to enter, in spite of the key being withheld, the lawyers would still further block the way, probably by passing a law against it, and enforcing that law. HIDDEN TEXT: THESE FOOTNOTES ORIGINALLY WRITTEN BY: David Robert Palmer. Even as the international pictogram for something which is forbidden by law, is the picture of the activity, with a bar across it.  Even when not making it illegal, the "clergy" down through the ages to the present time, have in other ways led the "laity" to believe that the Bible is either too hard to understand or translate without their key, without being initiated into their clergy club, or else it is against church policy, or something like that.HIDDEN TEXT: THESE FOOTNOTES ORIGINALLY WRITTEN BY: David Robert Palmer.

� 11:53  The Greek verb I translated "to provoke to speak unpreparedly" is apostomatazw, of which we do not have a large sampling in Greek literature.  You will find a great variety of renderings of it in the English translations.  I have stuck with the most ancient and traditional interpretation.

� 12:6  Literally, "two assarion," which were little fragments of brass coin.  It means, practically, "a pittance, a trifle, a doit."

�  12:20  Bauer says this is a figure of speech, found in other writers such as Cicero, and Epictetus, using the concept of a human being's life as a loan.  And that now, "they," the creditors, are demanding payment in full, of the loan, "calling in the loan."  The Greek verb for "demand back, " apaitew, is used only twice in the N.T., both times by Luke, the other time being in the Sermon on the Mount in 6:30b, "...from the one forcefully taking your things, do not demand them back."  It is used nine times in the Septuagint: four times for the demanding of repayment of loans, twice for extortion; once for the demand by Pharaoh for all the gold and silver of the land; and finally, one time in Isaiah 30:33, very much like Luke's use here.  That occurrence is also for God's demanding of someone's life prematurely, the life of the king of Assyria.  The phrase there is the same 3rd person, singular, passive inflection on the verb "apaitew" as on the verb "ekzhtew" in Luke 11:50, "so that the blood of all the prophets that has been spilled from the foundation of the world, would be demanded of this generation."  However, here in Luke 12:20 we have 3rd person plural, and active voice: "they are demanding."  Apart from Bauer's explanation, this reminds me of the place in the prophet Daniel, in chapter 4 verses 13 & 17, where it says, "This sentence is by the decree of the angelic watchers, and the decision is the command of the holy ones, in order that the living may know that the Most High is ruler over the realm of mankind..."  HIDDEN TEXT: THESE FOOTNOTES ORIGINALLY WRITTEN BY: David Robert Palmer.It implies in v. 17 that there exists a council of some sort, composed of "holy ones," that is, angels, who make decisions on behalf of God.  See also Psalm 82:1, "God stands in the assembly of gods, and in their midst, he judges gods."  Sometimes angels are referred to as gods, or "sons of god."  But the point I am making is that such a council of angels, like the group who decided when Nebuchadnezzar was to die, are a "they," plural, like when God told the rich man here in Luke, "they are demanding your soul back from you."

�  12:21  Though he was rich in his own eyes, and rich to his neighbors, he was not rich to God.  To God, he was "wretched, pathetic, poor, blind, and naked," Revelation 3:17-18.  It is preposterous for a human being to think he is rich, when his very life he possesses only as a loan.  The Greek word translated "to" in the phrase "to God," is the preposition "eis," used with the accusative form of the word God.  Luke also uses this preposition with the accusative as meaning "in."  Thus Tyndale translated this, "and is not rich in God."  His rendering may well be right.  It is perhaps possible this could alternatively mean, "becoming rich with God as the goal, becoming rich for the sake of God," as opposed to becoming rich for oneself.  Scripture elsewhere teaches us that there exists a very rare breed: a rich believer, who makes much money for the purpose of giving it away for the cause of spreading the gospel, or otherwise advancing the kingdom of God.  And in the lists of spiritual gifts, there is a gift called "the gift of giving."  Certainly, people cannot keep giving as their full-time ministry, unless they keep earning.  Though it is naturally impossible for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, with God it is possible.

� 12:58  That is, by satisfying him, coming to a settlement with him.

�  13:1  Bauer says this means, "whom Pilate ordered to be slain even as they were sacrificing."  And so, their own blood would mingle on the ground with the blood of the animal they were sacrificing.  A literal rendering of this is a vivid and grabbing figure of speech, and it is a shame to turn this into a bland dynamic equivalent in English.

�  13:9  The words "so much the better" are not in the Greek text, but we have to put something there.  This is a legitimate ellipsis.  The Greek says only, "And if indeed in the future it does produce fruitñ but if not, then you would cut it down."

�  13:16  The number six signifies human effort, which falls short of seven, God's perfection or completion.  This woman was enslaved for eighteen years, three times six, three times the normal human effort.  What better day than the seventh, the day of rest, for someone to be set free from the slavery of working six days three times?  See Deuteronomy 15:1, "Every seventh year you must cancel debts."  And 15:12, "If a fellow Hebrew, a man or a woman, sells himself to you and serves you six years, in the seventh year you must let him go free."  This woman was kept in bondage three sets of six years, and not being set free.  Yet this synagogue ruler was telling her to keep working six days for the rest of her life!  For a fuller discussion of this important concept, see my treatise entitled, "What is Sabbath?"

�  13:21  Greek: three sata, about 5 gallons, or 22 liters.

�  13:32  The Greek for the last phrase, could also possibly be translated, "and on the third day I will be finished."  But this saying of Jesus seems related to verse 22 of this same chapter, that he was making his way to Jerusalem.  The verb "teleiaw" can also mean to reach the end of something, like a journey, so it makes sense to translate it that way in view of what he says in verse 33.  That verse implies that he will reach Jerusalem in three days.  Reaching his goal of arriving in Jerusalem, he says, is essential, because it is not possible for a prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem.

�  13:35a  The Greek pronoun for "you" is plural, as also the "you" all three times in this same verse.

�  13:35b  Later manuscripts add the word "desolate."  This is quite obviously to harmonize Luke with Matthew 23:38.  But this was not necessary, since the word for abandon here, translated "left" in most translations, also can mean "abandon."  The meaning seems to be, that their house, whether it means their temple, or their lineage, or their houses, will be abandoned by Jesus, since he tells them they will not see him again until he fulfills Psalm 118:26.  Abandoned to them alone without him.  What is their temple without the high priest?  What is their lineage without the Lion of Judah?  What are their homes without the Light of Humankind?

�  13:35c  Psalm 118:26

�  14:2  The sentence opens with "And behold."  Perhaps the "behold" could mean similar to the somewhat sarcastic exclamation, "what do you know."  Like this: "And what do you know, there was a man with dropsy right in front of him."  At any rate, it was apparently a set-up.

�  14:9  The Greek verb I translated "make your way toward," generally means to take, to occupy.  But the verb also was a nautical term meaning "head for, make for, steer toward."  I chose that shade of meaning here, because the emphasis seems to be the embarrassment you would feel the whole time you are picking your way, in front of everyone, toward the back seat all the way from the front one.  The emphasis seems to be on the long, embarrassing process, rather than on the point of taking the seat.

�  14:35  For salt at that time, do not picture purely refined, white, fine-grained sodium chloride like we use now.  There are many speculations as to what this verse implies about the salt of that day.  Bauer says that salt was sometimes used as fertilizer.  Another scholar says that salt was sometimes used to make the soil of one's enemies infertile!  And why would someone put salt on a dung heap?  To preserve it?  Or was it to amend it, stretch it?  The best explanation I have heard is that the word salt would have been understood to mean any substance that tasted salty, including, say, potassium nitrate, which could be used for fertilizer.  And Ben Crick of England says that the word salt would have been used of any chemical salt, which would include a whole range of substances called "hallides" (the Greek word for salt here is "halas"), such as flourine, chorine, bromine, iodine and astatine.  Fortunately, the moral of the parable remains clear: unless you give up all your possessions, and take up your cross and follow like Jesus, you are salt that is not salty, so is not useful for anything.

�   15:8  A drachma was worth about a day's wage.

�  15:16  Greek, keration, meaning "little horn,' so named because of the shape of the pods of the species Ceratonia siliqua, Arabic "kharrubah," meaning bean pod; aka. Cods of Syria, aka. St. John's Bread, alluding to an erroneous notion, based on folk etymological comparisons of the Greek for "husk" and "locust", that the locusts John the Baptizer lived on were instead carob pods; from a leguminous tree having pods 9 inches long and 1 inch broad, once common in the forests of Galilee (Arthur Penrhyn Stanley, Sinai & Palestine in connection with their history, ii 146, 1858), and considered a food grain of lower grade; the pods that the Prodigal Son eyed longingly in the pig pens, Luke 15:16; cf. Lychophron, from 675 to 678, III BC.  For further examples showing that "carob pod" was the meaning of the Greek word keration, see Aristotle, Polybius, 26, 1, 4, II BC; Dioscurides 1, 114, I AD; AÎtius, Treatment of Diseases of the Eye, 160, 3, VI AD; F. G. Kenyon & H. I. Bell, Greek Papyri in the British Museum I-V, 131, 7, 1893-1917.

�  15:17  That is, "came to his senses."  There was another expression as antonym, "he was beside himself," said of Jesus in Mark 3:21, that is, "he is out of his senses" or "out of his mind."

�  16:12  There are plays on words in this passage.  And they are lost on the reader who does not have a proper understanding of the Aramaic loan-word "mammon."  The word is related to a root meaning "reliable, continual, enduring, worthy of confidence."  The idea of mammon was a wealth to such an extent that one could relax and feel secure and confident financially.  But Jesus here is saying that it will fail.  Jesus calls it the wealth that is "adikias," which means "unrighteous, fraudulent, false, untrustworthy."  And this is the same word he used to describe the manager.  A false manager, an undependable manager.  Another play is the contrast of the undependable property with the "true" or "real" property.  Wherever I have the word "undependable," you can substitute the word "false," as in whoever is false with little, is also false with much;" and, "false wealth."

�  16:16  There is no verb in this sentence in the Greek.  But the only word in Greek customarily allowed to be omitted but implied, is the simple copula.  That is, the verb "is."  And since it is talking about something that was in the past, and plural, therefore we supply the word "were."

�  16:18  Why is this said here, at this time?  The context is Jesus scolding the Pharisees for being apparently righteous, but being detestable in God's sight.  Therefore I believe that what is happening here is that the Pharisees commonly divorced and remarried, and would justify it somehow.  But Jesus was known to have taught a stricter view of divorce than even the strictest school of the Pharisees.

�  17:2  Or possibly, "a mill stone is lying around his neck and he is lying in [the bottom of] the sea."

�  17:4  Or possibly, as some translations say, "seven times a day."  This latter reading would be a great deal more forgiving to do.  Yet, Jesus in another place said we must forgive someone "seventy times seven" times, or perhaps "seventy-seven times."  It seems to me, that the spirit of the teaching would also apply if someone sins against you seven times every day, but does turn to you seven times each day, saying, "I repent."  Because really, that about describes our relationship with God, how many times he has to forgive us.  And most of us don't even repent that many times a day, though we have need of it.

�  17:36  The King James Version has verse 36, ìTwo men shall be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left.î  But if you read an original 1611 King James Version, you will find a marginal note that says that the verse 17:36 was absent from most of their Greek manuscripts.  You can view an actual scan of this marginal note, from just such a KJV, at: 

http://www.paulhommes.com/dave/luke17-36.jpg

�  17:37  Greek: ho aetos, a word used for both eagles and vultures.  Yet this is apparently a quote by Jesus of the parable in Job 39:30, where the parallel in the Septuagint to ho aetos is hierax, a hawk, v. 26.  Both Aristotle and Pliny in their Histories class the vulture among the eagles.  Both eagles and vultures are classified as unclean in the law of Moses, Lev. 11:13, Deut. 14:12, in that they both eat carrion (in Job 39:30 ho aetos is eating carrion).  Yet generally speaking, where ho aetos is eating carrion, vultures may be assumed to be meant.  Now T.W. Manson, in "Sayings of Jesus," says the eagle would emphasize the swiftness of the coming of the Day of the Son of man.  It is true that the eagle in passages such as Job 9:26, and Rev. 12:14, is a symbol of swiftness.  I also get some amount of meaning in this verse that the eagles are acting as a form of messenger, which again, the eagle sometimes symbolizes, but not vultures as much.  But the main emphasis here about the bird is not that of messenger, but that of a clear sign in the sky.  Still, either 'eagles' or 'vultures' would be an acceptable rendering here.

�  18:8  "any at all" is from the Greek "ara," a particle not directly translatable, but which indicates irritatedness or impatience or displeasure.

�  18:42  Or, "your faith has healed you."  As also in many other places in Luke.

�  19:10  Jesus is the Good Shepherd of Ezekiel 34:16, and not a false shepherd of Ezekiel 34:4.

�  19:13  That is, he gave the ten servants one mina each.  The mina, which was originally a semitic word that the Greek language had long since borrowed, was equivalent to 100 drachmas.  One drachma was not insignificant in purchasing power.  Culling Greek literature, you can find quite a variance: some times and places, one drachma could buy you one sheep, but was only one-fifth the price of an ox.  Other times, one drachma could buy you an ox.  Either way, a mina was worth at least 100 sheep.  That is a lot of money.  Anyone could take that amount of money and by investing, turn it into more.

�  19:20  Or, "another one," or, "a different one."  There is a theory that this parable of the Ten Minas is drawn from Matthew's parable of the Ten Talants of 25:14-30, in which there are only three servants, and here Luke has "fatigued" of maintaining his version's uniqueness from Matthew, and reverted back to following Matthew's version exactly.  On the other hand, Jesus may well have used modified versions of the parable at various times.  Still, there are things about this Lukan version that do not add up, literally.  The first servant is given one mina, and then in most translations, he says, "Your mina has made ten minas more."  Then Jesus says in verse 24, 'Take the mina away from him, and give it to the one who has ten minas.'  But, if he started with one mina, and made ten minas more, wouldn't he have eleven minas, and not ten?  So, perhaps the aforementioned theory is true; or else, the phrase usually translated, "made ten minas more," can be translated something like I have it: "increased to ten minas."

�  19:30  pwlos, a young mount animal, a word used for the foals of both donkeys and horses.  But we know from the other accounts that this was the foal of a donkey.

�  19:38  Psalm 118:26

�  19:42  Jesus says, "yes, even you," because of the irony that the city of Jerusalem, whose name includes the Hebrew root word for peace, did not recognize what would bring it peace, and did not recognize the Prince of Peace.

�  19:44a  The Greek verb for "dash to the ground," in reference to a city, means both "raze to the ground," as in the Septuagint in Isaiah 3:26, and also "dash to the ground," as in Psalm 136:9, Hosea 10:14, 14:1 and others.  Here both meanings have to apply for the one instance of the word: you, referring to Jerusalem, the city, will be razed to the ground, and her children will be dashed to the ground.

�  19:44b  The Greek words usually translated "because," here, "because you did not recognize," are the words, "anti," followed by the relative pronoun.  A literal translation of this would be, "in exchange for the fact that you did not recognize your gracious visitation."  For the previously mentioned disasters were also a visitation.  A visitation, rendered in Greek by the word episkopee, could be both a negative one, or a positive one.  A gracious visitation was predicted for them and offered many times in the Hebrew scriptures, and earlier in the gospel of Luke, in Zechariah's song in Luke 1:78, where he said "because of the tender feelings of our God with which he Sunrise from on high will look over - episkÙptomai - us.  Since they forfeited their gracious episkopee, God would give them a calamitous one in exchange, in repayment, in retribution, instead.

�  19:46a  Isaiah 56:7

�  19:46b  Jeremiah 7:11

�  20:17  Psalm 118:22

�  20:22  The Greek word translated "tribute" is kensos, a loan word from the Latin word census, which means just what you would think it meansñ a head count.  The Roman Caesar would charge a head tax (capita tax) based on a head count or census.  The Latin root word for head is cap.  Thus, this tax was a per capita tax, or a capitation.  It was a flat tax, having no relation to graduated percentages, or ability to pay.  It was not an income tax.  Every head had to cough up the same amount.  Black's Law Dictionary, Sixth Ed., defines a Capitation tax thusly:  "A poll tax.  A tax or imposition upon the person.  It is a very ancient kind of tribute, and answers to what the Latins called 'tributum,' by which taxes on persons are distinguished from taxes on merchandise, called 'vectigalia.'"  Remember, a census was forbidden by God, and King David incurred God's wrath when he numbered the people.  (A census tax or capita tax is also the kind expressly prohibited by the Constitution for the United States of America.)  Black's Law Dictionary defines Tribute in turn as:  "A contribution which is raised by a prince or sovereign from his subjects to sustain the expenses of the state.  A sum of money paid by an inferior sovereign or state to a superior potentate, to secure the friendship or protection of the latter."  Now as for coinage, Jesus obviously knew some principles of law.  When he said in verse 25, "Caesar's things give back to Caesar," he recognized that every single coin circulated that bore Caesar's portrait and inscription, already belonged to Caesar.  The Jewish religious taxes, on the other hand, were paid in weight of silverñ shekels, or even drachmas, but not in Roman coins.

�  20:28  Deuteronomy 25:5; Genesis 38:8

�   20:43  Psalm 110:1

�  21:2  Two small, thin copper coins, totaling one fourth of one cent in value.

�  21:22  In the Greek, the word for "day" is anarthrous here, that is, without the article.  You will see some translations saying "the days" or "the time," and others saying "days," or "a time."  This question regarding the Greek definite article is one of the translation issues most revealing of the translators' doctrinal preconceptions.  Here, for example, it can reveal whether you believe that the prophecies will have a double fulfillment, or only one fulfillment.  That is, are these prophecies partially fulfilled in the time and deeds of Titus in 70 A.D., and more fully fulfilled in the tribulation?  Or are they solely fulfilled during the time of Titus?  Or solely or primarily fulfilled in the tribulation?  And prior to the time of Titus, some of God's people no doubt believed that these prophecies had been fulfilled during the time and deeds of Antiochus Epiphanies, either partially or primarily.  I have 24 English translations on hand, and they split down the middle; half say "the days" and half say "days" or equivalent.  So if some Greek teacher tries to tell you that there are cut and dried rules for translating the presence or absence of the article, point him to this passage.  I wish there were "experts" in New Testament Greek, who could declare for us the last word on it, but no, there is no such thing.  We must interpret this passage by the rest of scripture, and do it in reliance on the anointing of the Holy Spirit, which leads us into all truth.  We also must use common sense in light of the context here.  This passage, in v. 27, appears to be saying that the destruction of the temple in 70 A.D. was also ìdays of vengeance,î so we must render v. 22 as ìdaysî of vengeance, since the tribulation days will not be the only ones.

�  21:23  Or, "upon the earth"

�  21:25  Or possibly, "in uncertainty over a rumor about the sea and its swelling."

�  21:34  Or, "desensitized."  The heart is not literally weighed down.  The spiritual strength, alertness, sensitivity, sharpness, and passion might be lessened by the things mentioned.

�  22:2  This verse makes no sense unless you take into consideration the imperfect aspect of the Greek verbs for 'trying' and 'fearing.'  Imperfect here means just that: incomplete and ongoing action.  They had been trying to kill him already since Luke 19:47-48, and 20:19.  The reason they still had not accomplished killing him, was because they were STILL YET fearing the people.  So if someone tells you that the aspect (continuous vs. punctiliar) of N.T. Greek verbs is unimportant, don't believe them, no matter how big a name they are.  Those big names are the ones who came up with the nonsensical mainstream rendering, as follows: "And the chief priests and the scribes were seeking how to kill him, for they feared the people."  This makes it sound like the reason they wanted to kill Jesus was that they were afraid of the people.  But that is not the case.  The exact opposite is true: their fear of the people was what was still preventing them killing Jesus.  See ìEndnote #4î at the end of this document, which discusses this in more detail.HIDDEN TEXT: THESE FOOTNOTES ORIGINALLY WRITTEN BY: David Robert Palmer.

�  22:7  Greek: "thuw."  It could also be translated "to sacrifice," or, "to celebrate" the Passover.  But the meaning "celebrate" only applied when the celebration included the slaughtering of something.

�  22:19  "This you should do" is referring to the Passover.  From now on, they and we should do the Passover in commemoration of Jesus' death on our behalf.  Both the unleavened bread and the Passover lamb or kid are His body figuratively.

�  22:20  Or possibly, "with" the meal.

�  22:26  The youngest, as in Acts 5:6, customarily performed the menial tasks, and submitted to the elders.

�  22:31  The Greek does not say "all," but we need to put in some indicator in English that the Greek pronoun "you" is in the plural.  Jesus was not saying this about Peter only, but about all of the apostles.

�  22:37  Isaiah 53:12

�  22:43-44  There is an extra-canonical tradition which got added to the gospel of Luke, as follows.  [[43And an angel from heaven appeared to him, strengthening him.  44And being in agony, he was praying more earnestly; and his sweat became like drops of blood falling onto the ground.]]  See Endnote #2 at the end of this document which discusses this.

�  22:70  "You are saying I am" is literally what the Greek says.  But it also could mean something like, "You are the ones saying I am," or, "You say so, because I am."  This latter seems to be the case when you compare this passage to the parallel in Mark 14:62.  But, Mark's narrative seems to be more compacted, whereas Luke's and Matthew's more detailed.  Therefore, the Sanhedrin's reaction, of needing no more witnesses or evidence, could be from what Jesus had already said here earlier, in 22:69, that Jesus would be seated at the right hand of God.  That would be offense enough.

�  23:3  The Greek says literally, "You are saying."  This could also be a weak "yes" answer.  I would like to see more examples from other Greek literature confirming that as an idiom.

�  23:4  That is, basis for capital punishment.  It was understood that the only reason the Jewish authorities would bring a criminal to Pilate, was for adjudication of the death penalty and execution.  The Jewish authorities otherwise were allowed to execute judgment with their own courts and laws, short of execution; see John 18:31.

�  23:30  Hosea 10:8

�  23:31  This sentence employs the Greek preposition "en" with a dative case object of the preposition.  The word "en" could be an indicator of the circumstances in which something happens, or the time in which something happens, or the object to which something happens.  So this could also possibly be translated, "...if they do these things to a green (healthy, sap-filled) tree, what will happen to the dry?"  It could mean "if these things happen to a righteous, fruitful person, what will happen to the unfruitful?"  And it could also mean, "if they do these things in good and prosperous times, what will they do in bad times?"  Perhaps this is a proverb current at that time, but no one knows for sure.

�  23:32  The Greek syntax here may be more properly translated, "Now two other criminals were also being taken with him to be executed."  Later Greek manuscripts were possibly modified to take away this possibility.  But Jesus had predicted in Luke 22:37 that he would be considered one of the outlaws.HIDDEN TEXT: THESE FOOTNOTES ORIGINALLY WRITTEN BY: David Robert Palmer.

�  23:34  This sentence was apparently not in the original gospel of Luke.  See Endnote #3 about this verse at the end of this document.

�  23:44  Greek, "the sixth hour," that is, the sixth hour from 6 a.m. when the daytime starts, which makes this 12:00 noon.  So also the remaining references to time in Luke: the darkness lasted until 3:00 p.m. (Grk-the ninth hour), when Jesus cried out to the Father.  See the endnote in my Diatessaron regarding the differing clock systems and divisions of the day used by the synoptic evangelists in contrast to John.

�  23:45  The Greek verb is "ekleipw."  This phrase here could also be translated, "because the sun had faded."  The Classical Greek writers Thucidides, Herodotus and Aristophanes used this word, when referring to the sun or moon, as meaning "suffer eclipse."  I would like to see a schedule of solar eclipses done by astronomers, going back to the time of Christ.  Many later manuscripts read "and the sun was darkened."  The reading "an eclipse of the sun" as in my translation, is given a B rating of certainty by the editors of the United Bible Societies' 4th Edition of the Greek New Testament, which indicates that that reading is "almost certain."

�  24:13  Greek: sixty stadia, or about 11 kilometers.
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